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Preface 


This, book presents a portrait of Bihar s Muslim elite — its 
formation and character its .role m the souo-cultural and 
political life and its interaction with the larger environment 

Bihar has become notorious for its poverty and corruption, 
violence and brutality This is hardly an encouraging back- 
ground for writing a book about such a state Its society and 
politics nevertheless reveal certain interesting characteristics in. 
terms of interactions among castes and communities Much 
has been written about castes but little about the Muslim 
community m Bihar 

This book is the study of the Muslim elite The status and 
the role of this elite m the history of modern Bihar demons- 
trates not only the characteristics of this elite but also the 
nature of its accommodation m a pluralist society This study 
highlights the simultaneous devotion of the Muslims to their 
community and oountry and their concern for their identity 
as a Muslim and as an Indian Anybody who reads about the 
annals oF Bihar s Muslim Elite can ha ve little doubt about their 
patriotism and about the pluralistic character of a society that 
allows accommodation of religious and linguistic diversities 
This study shows that the Muslims have taken full and cons- 
tructive part in the national affairs of the state and have 
seldom allowed their concern for their religion or community 
to distract their attention from the national mainstream 

The Muslims of Bihar share the burdens of backwardness 
as Well as the fruits of progress and there is no question that 
their public interests are the satru as those of the majority 
community This study shows that while they have nothing 
to be ashamed of any more than other social groups* they cannot 
abdicate their responsibility to make their own contribution 
to the promotion of wholesom public life m the state and in 



(») 

the country The Hindus and the Muslims, as well as other 
communities share a c ommon fate though not a common 
faith, and must swim or sink together as inmates of the samt. 
ship of the state 

This study is neithei an exhaustive history nor a eompre 
hensive survey Much of the material is based on secondary 
sources and oral history There is a great scope for errors and 
omissions for which the responsibility rests entirely with th<- 
author for whatever is worthy of merit the credit goes to the 
formal and informal interviews with many individuals whose 
help I deeply appreciate 

This book is based on the report of a research project con 
ducted under the auspices of Indian Council of Social Science 
Research Thanks are due to ICSSR for its financial assistance 

I dedicate this book to my mother and my wife who like 
one s religion and country create tensions, but are equally 
necessary for one s existence survival and self fulfilment 

New Delhi A U ASHHAF 

Apnl 1982 
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Introduction 


The Muslim community m India has been the subject of 
great political and academic controversy The culm nation of 
communal politics into a separatist movement and eventually 
into the partition of India added a tragic dimension to an 
already explosive issue The partition however did not brine 
subcontmental tensions to an end communal riots and the un 
certain relations between India and her two Muslim neighbours 
are almost daily reminder of a phenomenon that is both a 
puzzle and a problem that remains still unresolved a probLm 
because of recurring communal flareups and a puzzle because 
behind these flareups is the quiet and continuous flow of the 
national mainstream based upon communal cooperation 
friendship and co existence 

The aim of this study is to present the picture of Muslims 
in Bihar before and after independence— a picture that is stnk 
mg in its combination of nationalism and community consci 
ousness In our attempt to do so we draw upon two kinds of 
data the one based on history and the other on survey inter 
views We seek to invoke historical evidence to demonstr ite 
the status and role of Muslims m the social and political life 
of Bihar The survey data is derived from the interviews of 
the most prominent and influential Muslim citizens of Bihar 
Both the historical and survey materials demonstrate the 
salience of three features m the life of Bihar s Muslims nation 
ahsm* secularism and communal adjustment and accommoda 
tion The phenomenon of communal violence periodically 
marring the social life of Bihar is the proof of a pathological 
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deviance of an otherwise sine society and not the ^mpton of 
communal hatred tncl hostility 

Perspective of the Study 

In order to understand tl e various isptcis and implicit!! n^ 
of secularism and commun ihsm it is necessary to app eci tc 
different perspectives on the matter of communal identity itstlf 
This laises questions regarding the validity or otherwise oi 
religion as the basis* oi a community s identity and the \ u ous 
wavs m which a religious community responds to the need for 
wider national integration m a plural society It would uppe ir 
that the kev to ar understanding of the communal problem m 
Indian politics lies m an answer to the question of religion „«■ 
a basis of group identitv 

There have been several perspectives or approaches to this 
problem of religious identity The Marxists tend to dismiss 
as irrelevant factors other than class consciousness as the basts 
of politics One could however argue the validity of religious 
affiliation is an empirically real source of identity and the 
possibility of integrating it with other political goals Indeed 
even the Marxists and communists at times concede the revolu- 
tionary role of Islam is a force against Imperialism injustice 
and mequa’ity As a Soviet writer sa>s More conspicuous now 
are these aspects of Islam which were deliberately glossed over 
by foreign and local exploiters but which had considerable 
attraction for the broad masses having no scientific world out 
look We mean justice among other things For the toiling 
Muslims this concept was and remains one of Island s ftinda 
mental principles It appeals to millions of the destitute and 
oppressed people that Islam advocates equality temperance 
and condemnation of corruption theft and usury 1 The 
author further says The fact that m our time religious and 
nationalist slogans still have rather strong influence in some 
liberated countries is due to the mobilizing role they played 
diirfng antfncdonmlist struggles These slogans served as an 
ideological platform unifying diverse social and ethnic groups 

i 

^ — 

L. liberation Revolutions and Islam, SociaIisra» 

tiavmvM&nffity 'Hby ijfosciow p 15 
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profess ng one and thu same r ^ on and vni, \ th 1 iti 
bounds r es of one state or region 

Tht secularists of tht. variety of A B Sh th md Hamm 
Dalvai outdo the Mirxists m their rtpudnttoi ot rd non is 
a factor in public life One would have thought that th,. v.cu 
larists unlike the Marx sts were interested in the hbtr ih/rtion 
ox modernization of religion rather than its repudiation How 
ever it appears from the writings of a sceulum like A I> 
Shah that nothing short of complete denunciation of religion 
specially oflslam would satisfy him AB Shah for instance 
takes objection to the following statemert ot Professor M 
Mujeeb a well known liberal secular and modern musnm It 
is the author s film belief that the Indian Muslims have <n their 
religion of Islam the most reliable standaids of judgement, 
and they do not need to look elsewhere fo discos cr how high 
or low they stand Likewise Hamid Dalvai picks up stray 
episodes in the lunatic fringe of the Muslim society and 
depicts it as the nimd of the Indian Muslims 8 Secularists 
such as Shah and Dalvai have certain stereo type of the 
religion of Islam and are engaged in a quixotic fight against 
tl eir imaginary windmills of Islamic monstrosity SuUi 
secularists suffer from what S Radhaknshnan calls -ootless 
secularism 1 * * 4 

The Marxist and the secularist could still argue that there 
is a lot of obscurantism and traditional orthodoxy which 
militate against the development of a modern secular and 
democratic or classless society This argument receives nega 
tive reinforcement from the revivalist and fundamentalist move 
ments in Islam Orthodoxy the third perspective tends to 
ignore the original spirit of religion and to focus more on the 
rites and rituals and thus precludes the possibility of meaning 
ful and creative adaptation to the demands and challenges of 
new circumstances as they arise and call for suitable adjust- 
ment Orthodoxy is more interested m the preservation of the 

1 ibid p 16 ~ ™ ~ — 

3 Hamid Dalvai Muslims Politics m Secular India Hind Pocket 

Books Uelhi I9$8 

4 S Radhaknshnan Religion md Society George Altec and Unwin 
Ltd London second edition p 23 
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traditional laws and institutions which may indeed have lost 
their relevance and become obsolete. The more ominous 
danger from religious fundamentalism arises from the equation 
that it seeks to establish between religion and state In them 
zeal to establish rule ot faith or the kingdom of God on earth 
the fundamentalists take to radical politics based on priestly 
rule abolition of dissent and the imposition of a cultural 
regimentation Such fundamentalism is not only against 
modern concepts of democracy secularism, and human rights 
but also unwarranted by the tenets of religion itself Maul ana 
Wahiduddm Khan among others has po nted out the fallacy 
of the political philosophy of Abul Ala Maudoodi and Jamat 
e Islaxm* concerning the doctrine of the establishment of faith 
This doctrine is bound to end up m the totalitarian tyranny of 
a public order based upon organtzed bigotry 

Tms leads to another perspective that religion is important, 
that it is significant as any other primordial affinity that, like 
land or language it provides the basis for one s identity that 
this identity is authentic and as vital as ethnicity or nationality 
that it need not exclude other loyalties and there is room for 
religious diversity m a political system Secularism- as we 
practise it in India does not reject religion but is committed to 
equal status of all religions Our democracy also recognizes 
the right to religions freedom with social and cultural pluralism 
There is a growing realization that religion properly under 
stood is not irreconcilable with modernity either Indeed it 
can be further said that modernization imposed from outside 
as an alien plant cannot be vital or durable and ever if it 
survived it would cause distortions in the native culture that 
without anchorage into indigenous roots modernization would 
degenerate into a superficial and false veneer of culture Indeed 
it is, one s religion, language and culture that provide such an 
anchorage and prevent the alienation of man from his own 
cqjtfral social roots These views could be considered the 
ideological core of Mahatma Gandhfs social, political and 
moral ideas and the deepest legacy of the Indian National 


Wahiduddm Khan T atnr ki GhaUt Jaimat Building, 

-5 ^ j . ^ Z 


introduction 


Congress throughout the vicissitude o sl<* i r* Ridhj 
knshnan says C vilizstion is i wax d a ni ( 

the human spirit Its ussenc^ he not s auvbio'u toumiv of 
race or in political and economtv arraHg-* *u n hut m t it 
values that create and sustain thttn 7 he p-dtt co vooimiik 
structure is the framework intended to give expression t« th v 
passionate lovalty and alleg anew of the pcip'c to lh“ \i al t»n 
and values of life which they accept Kery msS^ahoii is the 
expression ot a religion, for religion signifies faith m absolute 
values and a way of life to realise them # 

This is the basis of our version of secularism that recog 
nizes the equality of all religions as VrtH as the separation of 
religion from politics without denying religion Us due and 
hgitimate place in the individual social and cultural h fe 

This is the underlying perspective of this work also We 
subscribe neither to the Marwt-seetdamt denunciation of 
religion nor to the fundamentalist equation of religion with 
state It would be wrong to say that ‘religion as such was 
responsible for comimmahsm m India Any other ethnic 
factor— race language and soil— could be the cause of commu- 
nal animosity but none of these can be renounced Wt main- 
tain that the religious identity need not be the uiuse of com 
munalism or separatism Religion as well as race or language 
can be exploded to promote political objectives but religious 
identity per-se is not in conflict with the demands of national 
lism democracy or secularism Religion and language are 
the sources of deepest bonds So is the nation It is not 
necessary that the sense of community identity should result 
in a sense of superiority or separation Most problems of life 
arise from extermisrn but extermism is not the monopoly of 
religion alone Class consciousness, national fanaticism or 
ethnic chauvinism can tear human beings and groups to pieces 
as much as religious bigotry can do 

the critics against religion fail to take into account 
the change taking place m religion and society they indeed 
continue to fight against the strawman ot their own creation 

t 

6 S Radhakrisbaa’a, Religion ant! Society George Alien and Unwin 
Ltd London second edition 1948* p 21 


14 


THL Ml SLIM ELirr 


One can argue that the controversy between secul msm and 
religion is based on a vulgar notion cn both To quote Rndha- 
krishmn again Tht problem today relates not to the mcredi 
ble dogmas of religion but to the place of spintu is in universe 
which cannot be explained altogether bj science 7 

The Rationale of the Study 

A legitimate concern for jus 1 ice and equality for all men 
irrespective of caste creed religion or language has led to an 
erroneous bel ef that justice and equahtv are incompatible with 
group identity This error has specially coloured the general 
attitude towards the question of religious identity that is 
summarily dismissed as commumlisra The history of partition, 
is mainly responsible for this but there is also a respectable 
ideological approach that frowns upon any idea of attachment 
with religion language or region and caste But as m manv 
other spheres of life which show one s forte for co existence 
while the intellectuals have talked about a modernist pro- 
gressive ideology our more pragmatic politicians and people 
have pursued sometimes wisely sometimes foohshly the practr 
cal course of reconciling group interests in a broad mam stream 
of national life and politics Indeed looking back at the practi 
cal political history of our country since independence one 
cannot but be struck by the fact that the central political issue 
in India has been not how to resolve class conflict but how to 
accommodate different groups based on the affiliation of 
language region caste and tribes One must therefore seek 
to understand the phenomena of group identity and group 
adjustment in order to appreciate the main focus and thrust of 
political development in free India, It is an unfortunate legacy 
of the separatist politics and communal movement for the 
partrtioft of the country that creates a reflex action of app rehen 
sion, and opposition loan appreciation of the group pheno 
mend m the political process specially pertaining to religion 

There ate however two points to be remembered 
First* m free India, the study of a particular community is as 
legitimate $$ the $£ttdy of a caste religious or linguistic group 
and its qaJtnr4l economic or political problems No one has 
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cnt ctsed the study of caste and caste t nsons t ih ground 
that such a study ould exacerbate caste an mos ty and th n. 
can be no valid objection to a seientiiic study ot the Muslim 
community Indeed knowledge of the various ethnic rc.Ii-.ious 
and linguistic groups should be welcomed as a source ot 
insight mto the mind and behaviour of such groups Such 
knowledge is expected to contribute to a better understanding 
cl various communities m a pluralistic society and polity that 
India is 

Secondly Bihar presents a pattern of communal relations that 
is different from what obtained laUP where Hindu Muslim 
hostility was at the root of separatist politics that eventually 
led to the partition of India In Bengal, the commun tl tension 
arose due to the cultunl and economic dominance of the 
Hindu zamindars over a backward and poor Muslim peaseotrv 
whereas in U P the communal rivalry and tension arose out of 
the cultural and religious resurgence associated with the 
Muslims s desire to defend their privileges against the mcreax 
mg assertion and competition of the Hindus In Bihar on the 
other hand there was a remarkable tradition of communal 
adjustment that was not seriously jeopardized until the world 
war II by separatist politics of India This is a very important 
and rather neglected aspect of the political life of Bihar and of 
the history of national movement 

The purpose of this work 1$ to present a case study of the 
Muslim elite of Bihar m order to discuss their identity social 
characteristics and their perception of the Muslim community 
m the national context This case study further throws light 
on the manner m which the Muslims have fared m Bihar m 
terms of maintaining their cultural identity social status and 
political standing The question of the identity and the 
achievement of the Moshra ehte reflects the general trend m 
the status of the Muslim community and is discussed both 
historically as well as empirically through a survey of selected 
Muslims who have achieved success and influence in their life 
Historically the Muslims enjoyed a secure place in the province 
of Bihar The. cultural educational and bureaucratic as well 
as public eminence of a largo number qf Muslims was matcher 
only by the Kayasthas before independence Since indepen- 
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dencc Muslims have est iblishcd themselves again 
initial setback following pirttttois and emigration u* 
Indeed there has been considerable social change (hi 
rise of some backward castes to high position m « 
services and professions The documentation ot all t 
is not only inform Hive but also instructive m showing 
the Muslims can maintain their cultural identity &nc 
social status as citizens of India 

Besides the historical analysis of the Muslim Jit 
social change m the Muslim community the sun 
contemporary elite fiom various walks of life resells t 
formation and the outlook ot the representatives or 1 
the community This should give an insight into the 
the community as reflected m its elites The questto 
raised if the elite represents the masses V* here the 
of the mind and thought of a community is concern 
safe surmise that the elite reflects the community Tbi 
at any rate do not have opinions on all the issues fi 
communitv or erven the country and it is the elite who 
late the issues and articulate the opinions Public o 
seldom democratic m the sense that it is mass ©pun 
indeed the opinion of the public that is of the con so 
active segment of the society Likewise the community 
is not the opinion of all its members, but the opmi 
active members, i e the elite 

The Elite f 

* 

this study seeks to identify M«s&h' N JEhte of Bi 
describe their personal and social oharacterkfios $ 
views on issues of mond ernizatiO!S''and : T i #^j«il and 
We propose to deal With tfereekiaSie jhStyqWj, £ 
matter -of eMe, the .concept and as relevance. 


modjan islejfeltag with poiitjps* and soaolog 

Pereto have manitai 
-of the elite rule The 
pc the don^naht ®eg 
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a hOvtctv, and H ts only natural inevitable and also desirable 
that this mmoctlv should and indeed often does provide 
leadership and occupies a positron of command There are 
books galore dealing with the theoretical and empirical anaivsis 
of she elite There are however certain issues on which the 
elitists are divided, and it is. necessary to take stock of them in 
order to understand the use of the term m this study 

The elitists have disagreed on the basis of lormatton of the 
elite What does the elite represent 9 Here the elite theories 
can be conveniently divided mto the Maduvelhua and the 
Marxist The Machiavellians focus upon the personal 
qualifies apd Skills of leaders who attain power in society the 
Marxists attribute Such power to the ownership and control of 
economic resources The elite in the Marxist sense is a 


function of the class that on as the means of production and 
exchange Reduced to bare bones the question bods down to 
whether it is personality or wealth that leads to influence power 
and authority m society Historv provides persons of 
exceptional qualities such as Lincoln, Lenin and Mohandas 
Gandhi who provided leadership to their people on the basis of 
their personal charisma and moral authority All societies on 
the other hand are characterised by some hmd of stratifications— 
there are upper and lower classes— and most of influence and 
wealth belong to the upper class The Brahmm— whether 
Maithil, ‘Boston or managerial— is a fact of life m all complex 
social systems Thus between leaders of exceptional personality 
and the Bourgeoisie or the Brahmm, the elite may be formed 
by both the personality factors and the class or caste factors 
based on the stratification system The circulation of elite 


would be real only when personal attainments are allowed to 
establish their claims, on the other hand such circulation of 
dan hardly destroy the stratification system altogether An 
|I|p r ,|g Anchored m an aristocracy ohgarcy or political and 
jdass 

<he basis the social formation of the elite 
provtd^^Pli^it mto the structure- and the culture of a 
society Th£ &khpQs&ioa of the elite also throws light on its 
character ''dfedrlfetrwliiohship with- the rest of the society Is 
the ehie social homogeneous a$d cohesive and politically 
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united to maintain a stronghold on the society > This is a crucial 
question, regarding a social and political system Feudalism 
helped to maintain a higher degree of soual homogeneity 
cohesion and class consciousness of the nobility that controlled 
all the levers of power— re&ouices were cumulative With the 
rise of modem industrial urban society and with the grow h of 
professions and the p oltferation of social forces it is doubtful 
if an elite system of feudal variety can long survive With 
extensive specialization and division of labour in modern times 
there is a tendency towards social pluralism and personal and 
professional ach everuent and competition among variety of 
groups and parties With the increase m affluence signs of 
class distinctions are apt to lose their salience they are less 
gross and more subtle In this the emergence and transforms 
tion of social forces plays a key role and as Mosca pointed 
out the viability of the elite is related to the leadership of 
these social forces 


Reference must also be made to another issue in. the elite 
theories The classical elitists have been both anti democratic 
and anti socialist They were anti democratic in. rejecting the 
notion of popular sovereignty and in dismissing the peop’e ns 
capable and worthy of self government Both Pareto and Mosca 
avowedly anti democratic believed m the fact and the value 
of a ramonty that has the qualities to rule and lead a society 
A slightly different version offered by Robert Michels maintains 
that it is m the nature o f an organization that a minority should 
be m the position of command The decision making process 
information processing and the complexity of formal otganf&a- 
tmns precludes the possibility of democratic participation m 
the management of an organization Even pnfy$£i|' parties 
dedicated to democracy and socialism show the same tendency 
towards the centralization of power m a lepfefipg minority 
Indeed the emergence of the managerial class is a universal 
phenomenon irrespective of political ideology or the form of 


■political system,, and tins class has become? the prototype of the 
modem elite m kn industrially advanced country The 
implication^ of M&hzk; ajr»um,en* axe clear m dismissing the 

(ref fipa$n all distinctions 

!%se |ipd the classical elitists 


-nr? 


IN’ 


Jt 

I 


l 


l 



fNTRODLCTICW 


19 


there are other elite theorists who me the c tist arms nents not 
to oppose classical 1 berahsm or social democracy fit t \ ruin 
a touch of realism m recognizing the limits on democracy 
imposed either by social stratification or organizational sti uctun, 
of modern society They thus recognize the inevitability and 
even the need for a minority to acquire expertise excellence or 
eminence Democracy, according to them must recognize the 
reality of this fact and then strive to ensure that power does 
not become irresponsible and leadership does not degenerate 
into despottm Consultation and consent are important m 
democracy, not as the basis of decisions per se but of the 
selection of decision makers only Schumpeter and Lasswell 
arc examples of that category of thinkers who subscribe to this 
view 

The Muslim Elite 

In this study the elite refers to such individuals as arc 
reputed to be successful in their sphere of activity and influential 
m the society at large These are the prominent members oi 
the Muslim community widely known as successful and 
influential who are looked upon as sources of mutation and 
inspiration and even succour and support They come from 
various walks of life — agriculture business and civil service 
professions and politics They art certainly not a monolithic 
group they are neither homogenous nor cohesive they do not 
have common affiliation ideological or political they are 
divided occupationally socially ideologically and politically 
What is common among them is that they art successful and 
influential in their life 

This study seeks to describe the Muslim elite who wield 
influence at the societal or governmental level who are leaders 
of their community constituency or m particular fields of 
activity such as education profession or uvil service As to 
the composition of the elite there is on the one hand the very 
broad definition as the best of any group or trade on the 
other hand, there is the narrow connotation of the elite as the 
governing elite In the first view of the elite, it is the 
excellence of talent or skill that is essential, ift the second it is 
the command of power The second category is sudemetfy 
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described by Las&well Lerner and Rothew el! m the following 
words 

The political elite comprise the power holders of th' 
body politic The power holders include the leadt,rsl ip and 
the social formations from which leaders typically come and 
to which accountability is maintained during a given 
generation In other words, the political elite is the power 
class 8 

In this study the term elite combines the quality of 
excellence with influence An attempt has been made to 
identify such prominent Muslim individuals a„ are known to be 
successful and influential Being successful m their trade 
career or profession was considered as a necessarv condition 
for being designated as a member of the elite It was however 
considered not a sufficient condition and an element of public 
character or role was further stipulated as another dimension 
of the elite There was no intention of imputing leadership 
role to these individuals especially when leadership is 
associated narrowly with the political netalog Not all the 
elite accordingly are political in the popular *ense of the tern 
most of them are indeed not political activists Alt of them 
how ever are perceived as social notables and are widely known 
as prominent members or representatives of the community 

Objectives 

We seek to explore a number of questions in, order to 
understand the phenomenon of Muslim elite in Bihar 
are these persons? How do they me to their 
eminence 9 What interests do they represent ? ar® 

them opinions and attitudes regarding issues change 

and political development 9 Thus with the hjd$]|M8esfc inquiries 
the Chief am* was to Identify the Muslim ^if^ttd study their 
modernization and ideas 'public and political 
istnds- -facing the community ternary. With these 

broad mqnmd, the spedfib r ohg v eetfve s of this study 
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1 The social formation of the Muslim elite in terras of 
social background and changing characteristics 

2 The elite perceptions expectations md achievement 
regarding self, community and country 

3 The elite attitudes and orientations, towards social 
change m terms of (a) personal laws ( b ) status of women and 
(c) family planning 

4 The elite attitudes and orientations towards political 
values such as {a) secularism (6) democracy and (c) nationalism 

5 The nature of political role and participation in public 
life and institutions 

Methodology 

The survey data of this study are derived from formal 
interviews with three hundred members of the Muslim ehte 
The survey was conducted with the help of a schedule 
containing items on attitudes and preceptions concerning the 
objectives of inquiry The schedule was personally administered 
to all the selected individuals except three so that the analysis 
of data is based on the survey responses of two hundred 
nmetyseven respondents 

In a study of this type the identification of the elite was 
a most crucial question There are in vogue alternative 
methods of identifying the elite The argument goes on 
mainly between two approaches identification on the basis of 
positidn or reputation Formal position alone does not take 
care of the informal centres of influence and yet formal 
position does represent some achievement and success In 
this study in particular which is not based on one dimension of 
power the formal position wherever relevant or applicable 
was necessary However such social notables as figured 
prominently m the public life are also included 

At the outset the ehte to be identified were divided into the 
following categories 

1 Legislators, party leaders and public servants 

2 Lawyers doctors engineers, teachers and journalists 

3 Leaders of business and labour unions 
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4 Leaders of social and lehgious organizations. 

5 Student leaders 

The next step was to identify the prominent members the 
elite in each group It was obviously vvellmgh impossible for 
one individual to perform this task of identification Then, 
was also no formal record of individuals m the above 
categories on the basis of which selection coUd be made The 
only feasible and sound method was to entrust the task, to a 
few knowledgeable individuals to serve as a panel of judges to 
pick up and rank such members of each group as were known 
to wield influence in the community or the public life Six 
judges were accordingly selected from various parts of tnv- 
state so as to avoid over representation of one region and the 
under representation of another The judges proved not only 
knowledgeable but also dependable and furnished as with 
their list of individuals in order of importance as perceived by 
them It could be argued that the judges’ perceptions were 
bound to be subjective and therefore inherently biased m the 
identification of the elite Reputation is undoubtedly sub 
jective but we took some care to minimise the risks of 
subjectivity We decided to select first the names comannu m 
the lists of all the six judges then the names common in that of 
the five judges, and so on until we got down to names which 
had at least two nominations 

Thus with the help of six judges located m different parts 
of the State and on the basis of six lists of prominent 
individuals ranked m order of importance in each of the several 
groups we believe that enough was done to secure a list of 
most prominent, successful and influential Muslim citizens of 
Khar 


It needs to be pointed out that this size of the elite is no 
ordinary sample It is not a question of picking a represen 
mtoe sample of a given universe of the elite Unlike the 
universe of say voters' there was no question of a large 
universes of the Muslim elite In the state of Bihar what we 
ldeptifi^da^ the jg^^pmented the elite and this was indeed 
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In the final tally the follow ng categories w th their respect vc 


numbers were interviewed 


Political leaders 

56 

Civil scivants 

34 

Doctors Engineers 

4$ 

Lawyers Teachers 

61 

Business & Labour 

37 

Religious and Social Workers 

31 

Students Leaders 

33 

Total 

297 

In addition to the survey of the elite 

specially undertaken 


for this study this work draws upon the published materials m 
connection with the various movements and organizations of 
the Muslims in Bihar These provide the much needed con- 
text and also highlight the mam issues in the socio-cultural 
economic and political life of the Muslims m a manner in, 
which mere survey data cannot do We have sought to describe 
m each chapter the rclavant social matrix of the themes con 
cerned We for example include discussion of the social forces 
and socnl change along with social values and modernization 
m the belief that a mere survey of values, belief and attitudes 
does not fully illuminate the reality of social hie Likewise we 
deal with the tenor of Muslim participation m state politics 
before we present the data on political v dues and opinions 
This we believe is an important device by which we can under 
stand the mmd of the community and its elite against the back 
ground of historical reality 

We have also made an attempt to include biographical 
sketches of the prominent Muslims who have made distinguish 
ed contributions to social, cultural and public life of Bihar 
These biographies are presented in a chronological order so 
as to give an idea of the progress and development of Muslim 
culture and politics from the pioneers of modern education to 
the contemporary social and public workers In the life of 
these stalwarts one can observe the catholicity o f m^d at once 
open to modernization and yet deeply concerned with cultural 
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roots of the comraun ty and endowed with a healthy commit 
meat to both the land of their birth and ih<- faith of their 
fathers One can also observe in these lives not onI> the 
intellectual and moral qualities but also *. lofty spirit of pubhc 
service They are truely the elite endowed with the vision and 
the will to set an example and show the way to posterity 



2 

Formation of Bihar and 
Freedom Struggle 


Bihar ts extraordinarily rich m its cultural traditions and 
natural resources From the ancient times to the modern tt 
has continuously made magnificent contribution to the culture 
and politics of the country It is famous for its contribution!, 
to Sanskrit learning and Pali literature to kfaithli and Bhcypan 
and Hindi and Urdu There is a Sanskrit University at 
Darbhanga the seat of the erstwhile Darbhanga ftaj and 
Maithh culture The devotion of Maithii Pandits to scholar 
ship is proverbial the Maithii traditions go back to Raja 
Janak and his daughter Sita the faithful spouse of Rama 
The poet Vidyapati and the scholar Sir Oanga Nath Jha, and 
many other illustrious figures of modem Bihar were Mimfuls 

Bihar has also nurtured the \mle Bhojpuri language and 
its popular folksongs In Babu Kunwar Smgh Bhojpur produ- 
ced one of the first freedom fighters of 1857* and Bhojpur abo 
produced Dr Sachidanand Smha, one of the makers of modem 
Bihar and the first preside nt of the Constituent Assembly of 
free India 

Gautam Buddha and Mahavir the founders respectively of 
Buddism and Jainism, found enlightenment m Bihar and the 
holy places of Bodh Gaya and Rajgir continue to attract pi I 
gnms from all parts of the country and outside Patna, the 
capital of Bihar, was at one time Pathputra, the headquarters 
of Mauraya Empire and Kautilya wrote bis famous Arthsh&stra 
on the banks of over Ganga m Patliputra, The university of 
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Nalanda was among the few Internationa 1 centres of learning 
m the ancient world Ashoka Shersluh and Rajendra Pras id 
were the distinguished sons of Bihai and among the most 
famous personalities dedicated to the service ot the whole 
country The Adihasis ot south Bihar also produced a great 
sage and leadei- Birsa Bhagwan aunng the last quarter ot the 
nineteenth centuiy 

During the medieval times Bihar became an important out 
post of the Muslim rule m Delhi and of the Muslim civilisation 
in India Shershah the Pathan soldier from Sahsaram Bihar 
drove Huxnayun out of India and tlmost succeeded m de^troyn g 
the Mughul Empire Mir Qusim rose m revolt and earned 
out his operations against the British from his fort m Monghyr 
Patna was an important centre of the Wahabi and the Khihfat 
movements both of which though inspired primarily b> religious 
considerations were anti imperialist The religious institutions 
at Maner Biharsharif Phulwanshanf and Monghyr were great 
centres of Islamic instruction and guidance and Sulaiman 
Nadvi the historian of Islam Shad Azimabadr a venerable 
Urdu poet Khuda Baksh Khan whose private collections 
formed the basis of the world famous Oriental hbrary at 
Patna and the galaxy of renowned sdholars such as $yed 
Monazir Ahsan Gilam Nawab Nasir Hussain Khayal Maulana 
Sulaiman Ashraf Head Department of Theology Aligarh 
Muslim University Yagana Changezi Azimabadi, born m Patna 
and settled m Lucknow Maulana Ataullah Shah Bukhari 
Anur Shanat Punjab born m Patna, but settled in Punjab 
Maulana S Shah Sulaiman Phulwarvi, Syed Hasan Askari 
Qazi Abdul Wadood Kahmuddm Ahmed, and Jamil Mazhan 
have made outstanding contributions to the composite culture 
of India 

The Wahabi Movement 

hand and language as well as race and religion are the 
primordial sources of social affinity and political cohesion 
Sonfe' of the soil with roots in the common territory have 
common eipenence of a life shared together and the commu- 
nity of experience arid aspirations is not limited to the idea 
tity ( of race religion of even language Patriotism is essentially 
anchored to fhq common attachment to one s land of birth 
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but it also comprehends nd contains other dent t es based on 
T cc rcl gion a d 1 mguanc The v rtue of c t ae sh p cons sts 
in the right v rdcr ng of ioyalt es and pat iot f sm does not 
alw iys> evetude caste community or linguistic consciousness 

Modern Indian history is often looked upon as t conflict 
between Islam and ndionahsm It must be admitted that thu 
notion of Muslim separation Sends credibility to the idea ot 
irrcconuliability between the Muslim Indians patriotism and 
the Indian Muslims religion Islam undoubtedly has been, a 
potent fo cc m the political history of India md while tn 
recent past it has bem used as a factor m communal separa 
tism it has also made its contributions to the evolution of an 
Indian Hindustani nation and to the struggle against imperia 
lism One must therefore turn to the religion and culture of 
Muslims m Ofder to understand the sources of their political 
inspiration and activities 

It was not only tne Muslims but also the Bi itish who found 
it difficult fo forget the fact that the British Raj succeeded the 
Mughal Empire in India Both the secular and the religious 
impulses ot the Muslims combined to generate m them wide 
spread and deep hostility against the British rule The move 
merit started by the religious sage and leader Shah Wahullah 
paved the way for an anti-unpenalist crusade which was acti 
velv led by Syed Ahmed Shahid and whose chief centres were 
Peshawar and Patna now the capital of Bihar Sadiqpur m 
Patna city was the centre of Wahabi movement that ltmed at 
religious reform of Islam and political revolt against the 
British Moulvi Vilayat Ah Maulvi Iaait Ah and Moulvi 
Abdullah Azunabadt— all of Patna-— earned on the work of 
Syed Ahmed Shahid and Patna was the centre of both reh 
gious and political activities unparalleled ifi those days any- 
where m India After the myitrdom of Syed Ahmed Shahid 
in 1831 and after departure of the family of Shah Wahullah 
jua I#4f to Arabia, fhe mantle of religious and political leader- 
ship fdt on the shoulder^ of brothers Vilayat Ah and Inayal 
Ati who showed remarkable courage, dedication and sacrifice 
to the jeatise of Islamic and ahti-British programme And 
Patna continued to be an native centre of such activities even 
after the itaftEt-tf S8$7 
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Referr ng to the Wahabi movement K JC Dutta writes hhat 
a notable feature of the Wahabi organisational work was the 
promotion of a corporate and civic spirit itnong the villagers 
and the attitude of uvil disobeditnee to the government 
People v ere exhorted not to take their cases to government 
courts but get then settled by pmchayat like bodies and also 
not to seek employment undu the government 1 

The brothers Viiavat Ah and Inavat Ah died m the frontier 
m 1 852 and 1 858 respectively Moulvi Abdullah, the son of 
Moulvi Viiavat Ah earned on the work of his father and unde 
and continued to be the Amire Mutahecden till 1902 when he 
died Patna was the centre of Anti British activities — the 
centre of lecruitment of Mujaheeden and the collection of 
funds from all parts of India including distant places in Bengal 
and Madras The British instituted legal cases against many 
freedom fighters m alleged conspiracy cases Moulvi Yahaya 
Ah brother-in law of Moulvi Inayat Alt and latter s son 
Moulvi Abdur Rahim were involved in the Ambala conspiracy 
case Abdur Rahim was released m 1883 and lived until 1923 
Gradually however the Muslims came to the conclusion that 
they had to come to terms with the British Raj and the Enghs h 
education and the publication of Sir William Hunter’s hook 
the Indian Musalmans also heralded a change rathe British 
policy towards the Muslims Md Hasan, the son of Maalana 
Vilayat Ah was awarded title of Shamsululema, and Amjad Ah 
the son of Maulana Yahaya Ah studied English and became a 
professor in Muir Central College These symbolized the 
process of adaptation to English education which spread 
Steadily among the Muslim elite but which does not appear to 
have extinguished their passionate concern for their self respect 
and freedom 


The Formation of Bihar Province 

Mature has endowed Bihar with its bounty in a measure 
th^tifeould make any land rich and beautiful The rich fertile 
i%£th Bihar mnundated by a number of nvers indu 
ding Gap^at, Garadah and Sone are part of the vast Gaogenc 
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plans famous for the fertile al uviai soil South B h vr snch 
in mineral resources and forests Taken together the north 
and south Bihir have economic potential of great magnitude 
And yet Bihar has been a land of poverty amidst plenty fhe 
advent of the British caused the colonial exploitation and 
impoverishment of traditional arts and crafts without the 
benefits of English education and employment to the people 
of Bihar The permanent settlement introduced the zammdari 
system and undermined the peasantry Education and services 
and professions were almost monopolized by the Bengalees who 
dominated Bihar as it continued to be part of Bengal until 1912 
V C P Chaudhry* has shown the imbalance and disparity 
m the socio-economic conditions and employment of the 
Bengalis and Biharis There is ample evidence to testify to the 
fact that relative backwardness of Bihar was due to the lack of 
opportunities for education and employment as well as the 
exploitation of the agricultural sector Sir John Strachy 
commented on the plight of Bihar in the following words In 
Bihai the case is more serious There is hardly any area of 
British India possessing greater natural ad\antages of soil and 
climate and no part where the condition of the agricultural 
population is more precarious or the margin of subsistence 
smaller* In so far as the fellowship in the unnersity and 
employment in government administration was concerned the 
Bihar Times mentioned that We find that while the name of 
Bengalis and Europeans may be counted by scores in the list of 
fellows there are only five Bihans all Mphammadens * 

The employment situation can be understood from the 
following table ® 

Bihans 


Total appointments 



Appointments of Biharis 

Year Deputy 
. Cnflrplor 

Sub-Deputy 
Collect oi 

•Total 

D C 

S DC Total ' 

! 

DC S DC Total 

UfS 7 

17 

24 

l 

3 4 

i 

I 2 

im 7 

17 

24 

1 

3 4 

1 

2 3 

1897 7 

7 

14 

1 

3 4 

0 

1 1 

1898 *> 

s 

9 

1 

0 t 


-L L .... 

Total 26 ' 

' 4* 


1 4 

9 13 

2 

i ill. 

5 7 


2 V C P Gbaud bry The Creation of Modern Bihar Patna 

3 Sir John Stfactry Quoted in V C P Choudbry op eft p 36. 
A The B har Tin m 13- J©9 

3 Choudhry op c p 72 
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Out of the total appointments— ? I made m four years only 
20 'were Bihans and out of these 20 thirteen were Mushn&s and 
seven were Hindus Thus.it is clear thtt tht Bihaii Hindus 
got much less of jobs than their percentage of population and 
were aggrieved 

It was not only economic and professional dissatisfaction 
but also the sense of cultural loss that tormented the people of 
Bihar Syed Sulaiman Mc\i an eminent scholar of Bihar 
expressed the feelings of cultural deprivation in the Hollowing 
woids 

Among the elite the v du“ of native language declined, 
correspondence between friends conversation at home writings 
and speeches were all conducted m English It would not b.. 
an exaggeration to say that to sp^ak m ones vernacular vas 
■considered degrading This condition lasted for over half a 
century during which the cultural heritage was ruined the 
spirit o f service to one s native tongue evaporated the teachers 
m English school* were mostly Bengalis who spoke bad 
Hindustani and influenced their students During this period, bat 
for the untiring zeal and efforts of Qazi Reza Hussain and bis 
associates there could be no remnants of the cultural legacy * 
The British introduced English and Western education and 
Calcutta being the centre of British trade under Fast India 
Company and the capital of British India after the 1857 revolt 
the Bengalis were the earliest beneftcienes of English Edu- 
cation The Muslims of India in general awakened to the 
benefits of English education I ite and there was a good deal 
of opposition to the English and Western education among the 
Muslims specially of the United Provinces The Muslims of 
Bihar however awakened to the charm of English education 
evea-before the Revolt of 1857 and several Muslims held impor 
taut jKjsfe under the East India Corapanv— the most notable 
of those were -Syed Wajid Hussain the grand father of Sir Ah 
Imartt, itewan Matda Baksh Col Safdar Ah and Niwab 
Bahadur AH SC^sa The first three Bihans to go to England 

Hada and Ahsanuddm Ahmed who 
Jreti^d from abroad it 1880 These three and Sharnul 

Z . ..if m- ^ ^ r—r- 

£ JJyed SiaJpi3ian’’Na4¥i,^ADtM Bihar 3SE umber 
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L t-ma Maulvi Mohd Hussain Sadiqpurj Qazi Ra?a Hussain 
Nav>ab Imdad Hu sain Khan and Khad-t Baksh Khau ere 
pnncers of modem education among Mas sms and exicndoi 
full support to Sir Saiyed s> compaign tn favour of English 
education Consequently in the present century the educated 
families of Muslims occupied a secure and decent place in the 
cultural economic and political life of Bihar and felt neither 
discouragement nor inhibition m comparison to the Hindus 
The Kayasthas as well as the Muslim awakened to the need 
for the revival ot a new spirit of Bihar s identity and together 
worked for the formation of a separate piovmce of Bihar 

The sense of discrimination and deprivation as well as the 
erosion of cultural identity on account of the imperial rule and 
the Bengali dominance afflicted the Biharis especially those 
fewwhoweie receiving the English educat on A movement 
for the separation of Bihar from Bengal began to stir and 
Kayasthis such as Mahesh Narayan and Sachidananda Sinha 
took the initiative to organize this movement The need for 
Bihari students and advocates to go to Calcutta for education 
■vtd practice was piovmg galling and the students began to 
organize tl emsehes It was proposed in the. Bihari Club 
Calcutta to have a students conference and the first such con 
ference met m 1906 under the presidentship of Justice 
Sharfuddm 

K K. Datta writes that Mohammadcns got English educa 
tion and before the advent of Bengalees such offices in Bihar 
were held by the Mohammedens It is the Mohammedans 
therefore who first raised the slogan of ‘Bihar for the Bihans 
a slogan which was picked up by Bihari H ndus, particularly the 
Kayasthas when after making some progress in education they 
found the prospect oft heir employment blocked 7 The first" 
session of Bihar Provincial Conference was held at Patna in 
April 1908 under the presidentship of Mr Ah Imam and a 
resolution for the separation of Bihar from Bengal was moved 
by Mr Mphd Fakhruddm The proposal for the separation of 
Bihar from Bengal and the shifting of India s capital from 
Calcutta to £>elhi was approved in 19U by the Cover hment 



7 K. K Datta., Op c?il f p 218 
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of India when Sir All Imam was a member of the Viceroy s 
Executive Council Bihar was formed i separate pro vine 
in 1912 

The Struggle for Freedom 

A characteristic of Muslim participation m tin, national 
movement was the combination of secular nationalism and 
community consciousness The partition of Bengal was cony 
dered a favour to the Muslims of Bengal but it faded to arouse 
much interest m the Bjhan Muslims and the annulment of 
the partition of Bengal did not move them either The Muslims 
of Bihar were far more intei ested m the separation of Bihar 
from Bengal and later concerned over the Balkan wais and 
the treatment meted to the Ottoman Empire This amalgam 
of secular interest and religious concern may appear curious 
but is useful in understanding the Muslim ratnd This quahtv 
is also reflected m the ease with which the Muslim leaders com- 
muted between the Muslim League and the Indian National 
Congress and they were sincere to both It would appear 
that Muslims were concerned for tbeir country as much m for 
their community Giants like Sir All Imam and MdUteaa 
Mazharul Haque with unquestional attachment to secularism 
and patriotism were associated with both the Congress and the 
League 

From the earliest days of the Congress there was great 
enthusiasm and a large number of delegates used to attend them 
Bihar was allotted five seats m A1CC of Congress At this 
critical period m our nation s history communahsm fostered by 
an alien government was tending to cause discord in the Indian 
national life the Muslim leaders of Bihar being men of essen- 
tially liberal mew and cosmophtan outlook staunchly stood for 
daopbahsm oven if they were associated with Muslim League 
Wtaju presiding oyer the session of the Muslim League held 
at Afhtteuif On the 30th December 1908 Su Ajx Imam made a 
highly" sfguJSeaut observation the educated Musalman 

of lndia. baveinp less-' love for the land of our btrth than the 
memfearg' of othfei yotpmujnties inhabiting m the country We 
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At Sonepur m 1908 a meet ng wis h Id u ider th pres dent 
ship of Nawab Sarfaraz Husam Khan Bahadur and a Prov n 
cial Congress Committee was iormed Among ts Mu>iim 
office bearers were President Syed Hasan Imam Vu,e 
Presidents Mazharul Haque and Khan Bahadur Sarfarasr 
Husain Khan and Secretary S Najmul Huda In the nest 
Congress session at Madras Bihar was represented by six dele 
gates out of whom two were Muslims -S Hasan Imam and 
S Najmul Huda The first session of Bihar Provincial Confe 
rence at Patna m 1908 was chaired by Hasan Imam 

That the Bihari Muslims took an active interest m the 
national struggle for freedom is demonstrated by a number of 
facti> relating to the different phases of the national movement 
such as the non cooperation movement the Nehru Report and 
the Assembly Election of 1937 The Provmci d Congress 
Committee of Bihar as represented by its President Sachida 
nand Smha and its secretary Chandra Bam Sahay was oppos 
ed to the non cooperation movement The young Muslim 
members of the Congress dec ded that the Provincial 
Congress Committee should not be m the hands of opponents 
of non cooperation and those delegates should represent 
Bihar in the All India Congress Committee (the Indian 
National Congress) who would support non-cooperation 
Many Muslims became members of the Indian National 
Congress by paying the membership fee of Ks 10/ and when 
elections of delegates took place not a single candidate 
opposed to non cooperation was elected to the All India 
Congress Committee Maulana Abul Kalam Azad lived in 
Ranchi in those days, add it was from Bihar that he was for 
the first time elected to the membership of Afi fchdm Confess 
Committee It is noteworthy that Jayapfakash Nanay an and 
some other students decided to. leave college vp. response to a 
moving speech of Abu! Kalara Azhd who according ho 3 P 
set file in the Ganga’ r 

it jfeiemtmg to observe tfcaf W]heE Mahatma 
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cooperation However even before the proposed spec i 'll ses 
sion Rajendra Prasad agreed to accept Maul tna S’naukat Ah s 
resolution in favour of non cooperation during the latter s \s$lt 
to Patna m April 1920 Among the Muslim leaders of the 
Khilafat and non cooperation movement were Maulana 
Mazharul Haque Dr Syed Mahmud Shah Mod Zubajr Md 
Shafi Daudi Syed Hasan Imam and Sirfaraz Hussain 

Bihar and Gujarat were the only two Provincial Congress 
Committees that accepted non cooperation even belore the 
special session of the Indian National Congress at Calcutta 
resolved to accept it 

Mahatma Gandhi and the Muslims 

Mahatma Gandhi s first visit to Bihar was connected with 
the Kisan movement m Champaran district which was seeth- 
ing with unrest In 1906 Bloomfield an Englishman was 
murdered in which the accused number one was Sheikh Gulab 
All an important leader of the Champaran Kisan movement 
In 1916 Gandhiji attended for the first time the Congress ses 
sion held at Lucknow A delegation of Kisan leaders under 
the leadership of Raj Kumar Shukul and Pir Mohammed 
Moms also attended the Congress session, and these leaders 
requested Gandhiji to visit Champaran Pit Mohammed 
Moms had been a school teacher and dismissed by the govern 
ment for his activities m the Kisan movement 

The most important and influential of Mahatma Gandhi s 
associates m Bihar was Mazharul Haque Maulana Mazharul 
Haque and Mahatma Gandhi were India s outstanding leaders 
who loved their religions and worked with complete under- 
standing for the emancipation of their mother land One of 
the organizers of Bihar Conference committed to the general 
advancement of the people of Bihar and its formation as a 
separate province Mazharul Haque was a staunch nationalist 
dedicated to national freedom as well as comn unal harmony 
The advent Of Mahatma Gandhi with his programme of non 
cooperation brought about a parting of ways between the 
Gandhians. and the opposed to non-cooperation move- 

mbif and the? boycott of English education and institutions 

Shaft Daucfi Slab Zubair and Dr 
'among' the leaders wfeb supported 

i i ** i 
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freedom struggle under the leadersh p of Mahatma Gandhi 
The U emas also joined tbc non-cooperation movement on 
account of national movement as well as the Khilafat cause 
and Maulana Shah. Badruddm of Khanquah Mojitna Phulwari- 
sba if renounced the title of Shamsul Ulema the first such act 
of renunciation at the call of Mahatma Gandhi Other promi- 
nent figures among the Ulema leaders were Maulana Sajjad 
Qazi Nuru! Hasan Maulana Umar Ghani Maulana Wahab 
Darbhangavi Maulana Mohammed Ah Monghyri These Ulemas 
had a hold on the Muslim masses and under their leadership 
the masses of the Muslim community were also mobilized into 
the national movement Thus the activities -of the nationalist 
Muslims and the Ulema leaders combined to produce a high 
level of political consciousness and involvement among the 
Muslims in the struggle agamst the British This had the touch 
of a religious crusade agamst the imperialism of the British 
power 

The suspension of the non cooperation movement by 
Mahatma Gandhi after the violence of Chaurachaun produced 
confusion among the national leaders and there was a debate 
between the changers and nonchangers regarding the future 
course of freedom struggle The episode had also demorahs 
mg effect on both the communities and the Sudhi and Sanga 
than movement further added to the demoralisation of the 
Muslims In the year 1922 there happened an incident that 
apparently led to the unprecedented communal tensions 

In 1922 the Viceroy invited an important Hindu leader of 
the non cooperation movement Swafni Shardhanand who was 
in jail for talks and following these talks which remained 
confidential the Swarm started the work of Sudhi of the 
Muslims and at the same time Dr Moonje set up Sangathan 
among the Hindus As the Sudhi and Sangathan movements 
started with the Congress leaders there were all kinds of specu- 
lations and misunderstanding During this time Sir Fazle 
Hasan/ of Punjab m an address at All India Muslim Educa 
tional Conference meeting at Aligarh invited the Muslims to 
preach Islam among the untouchables 9 

9 Syed Taufail Ahmed Mongion Aligarh Musolman kd Roshan 
Mustaqbd 1943 p 379 Translated by the present author 
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Although the exemplary cordiality between Hindus ind 
Muslims during the non cooperation, movement was followed 
by wide spread communal tensions m most parts of the count! v 
the unity of freedom movement m Bihar was not disrupted 
The commitment to communal harmony and even joint electo- 
rate continued undimmished until later after the Nehru Report 
Shaft Daudi broke away trom the nationalist politics of the 
Congress 

The proposal for joint electorate was considered at a special 
meeting of the Muslim representatives of Bihar and Onssa on 
8 May 1927 at Patna in which Sir All Imam Shaft Daudi and 
Syed Abdul Aziz supported these proposals An all parties 
conference held at Patna under the presidentship of Sir Ah 
Imam decided to boycott Simon Commission The All India 
Muslim Nationalist Conference at its Lucknow session oF 1931 
under the presidentship of Sir AR Imam passed a resolution m 
support of joint electorate Among the delegates, who attended 
the Conference from Bihar were Dr Syed Mahmud Pro! 
Abdul Bari Maulvi Ismail Shahid Mohammed Qaroar Dr 
Zamul Abedm Qazi Ahmed Hussain and twfpty-five 
In his presidential address Sir Ah Imam .Observed that. 
Separate electorate connotes the negation of nationalism 
Political problems are but reflex of social forces If you erect 
an iron wall between community and community m their 
politics you destroy the social fabric and day to day life will 
become insupportable if you insist on building political bar 
riers Nationalism can never evolve from divisions and 
dissensions w 


Non-cooperation to Separatism 

The damage to the unity of national movement was irrepar- 
ably done not only by communal tensions and riots but also 
by the clash of interests in the field of democratic politics In. 

local elections were held m Bihar and the rivalry 
if : ; •• ?,;#:^e,YOoinmuiuties took a form that discouraged and 
di^|lp4di3e^j|4 asBrns regarding then? prospects in electoral 
ppi|£sfis ' ^dfileipal elections of Patna, there were a 

leaders including Rajendia 
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Prasad Jagat Nara n Lai Auugrah Nara n Sid ha Abdul Bar 
and Khursh d Husam Rajeadra Prasad w shed that Khurshid 
Hussain should be elected Chairman and A N Sinha the 
Vice Chairman of the Municipal Board However Husain faced 
great difficulty m his election and his Hindu opponent raised 
the communal question and moved with a calf from door to 
door to solicit votes After all this Husam decided not to 
contest the election for the Chairman of the Board 11 

During the same year there were elections for district boards 
and the scramble for seats also took the form of communal 
rivalry and lllwill In the poisonous atmosphere then prevail 
mg Muslim candidates faced great difficulty m these local elec- 
tions Even Maulana Mazharaul Haque though successful 
had to face stiff fight Shaft Daudi however lost and Rajendra 
Prasad says In Muzaffarpur Maulvi Shaft $ services and sacri 
flees we-e second to none There was however no unity among 
Congressmen and Maulvi Shaft was defeated Its repercussions 
were to be seen later Maulvi Shaft decided to organize the 
Muslims separately The Muslims of Bihar felt that Muslims 
were not elected m sufficient numbers There was lack of 
confidence 1 

The year 1928 marked as it was by the Nehru Report and 
the visit of Simon Commission, proved to be a prelude to 
major political developments in the country and m Bihar The 
Nehru Report envisaged a constitution based on popular sover 
eignty secularhsm joint electorate and adult franchise and 
linguistic reorganisation of provinces Although the Report 
was adopted by the All Parties Convention held m Calcutta 
the Muslim League was split on this issue In Bihar Dr 
Mahmud Prof Barr Shah Zubair Abdul Ghafoor of Dar- 
bfaanga and Qazi Ahmed Hussam continued to support the 
Congress Sir Ah Imam and Hasan Imam also stood up m 
support of the Report Shaft Daudi on the other hand emerg 
ed as the bitter opponent of the Nehru Report and joint electo- 
rate He. formed with the Agba Khan and Sir Fade of Paujab 
All India Muslim Conference to demand separate electorate 


11 Rajendra Prasad Atmkatka p. 295 
12, Ibid pp m 
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and a federal system with complete autonomy and residuary 
powers vested m the constituent provinces 

The lack of accommodation and confidence between the two 
communities as evident m the communal tension and electoral 
disappointments of Muslims m state and local elections dunn tf 
the 1920s had their far reaching repercussions on the political 
settlement of India And yet the situation was not out of control 
though there was not much hope for adjustment of communal 
claims Maulvi Shah Daudi became the champion of reser 
vations of seats separate electorate and provincial autonomy 
with residuary powers vested with the provinces In Bihar 
there were at the time of Round Table Conference two different 
streams of Muslim separatists and Muslim nationalists 

The Government of India Act, 1935 

After the enactment of the Government of India Act 1935 
Mahatma Gandhi withdrew from the active leadership of the 
Congress whose annual session held at Lucknow m April 1936 
under the presidentship of Jawaharlal Nehru gave up the policy 
of boycott and decided to fight elections to capture power in 
the provincial legislatures The Muslim League at its Bombay 
session also favoured participation in. the legislative elections 

The elections were based on separate electorate and the 
total number of seats *n the Bihar Legislative Assembly was 
152 Mr Jmnah in a belligerent anti British mood, was 
looking forward to cooperation with the Congress m fighting 
the elections under the Reforms Act He was however, keen 
that the Muslim League should fight elections on its own and 
wanted that Maulana Sajjad should collaborate with the Muslim 
League It is noteworthy that in the neighbouring province of 
U P k eminent Congress leaders such as Chaudhry Khali quz 
zamart, Hafiz Ibrahim and Nawab Ismail found it necessary to 
contest the Assembly elections on the Muslim League ticket 
whJfe 1 at Rtihaf the League could not field a single candidate 
drot m-jfependent party candidates were virtually considered as 
The. Congress contested 107 seats of which 
sevpfir were Muslims and five of these won the election There 
ooa&tthenples fox Muslims out of which the Muslim 
TJse+y woh 28 neats Muslim United Party > seats 
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Ahrar Party of Shafi Daudi 3 seats and Lady Imam one seat 
as an independent candidate The election results were a tell 
mg commentary cm the resilience of national temper of the 
Muslim politics m Bihar even in the face of communal tensions 
electoral disappointments and the Muslim quest for security of 
life and property and for adequate share m political represen 
tation 

Hie Fatal Decade 

It has been reported earlier how Muslims cooperated with 
Hindus m getting a separate province of Bihar The Muslim 
leaders by and large cooperated with the Indian National 
Congress Sir Ah Imam Hasan Imam Mazharul Haque 
Maulana Sajjad Sarfaraz Hasan Dr Syed Mahmud Shah 
Zubair and Shah Daudi (except in his last phase) were in the 
vanguard of national secular politics It is noteworthy that 
although All India Muslim League was founded m 1906 and its 
Bihar branch m 1909 the activities of Muslim League weie 
concerned primarily with the protection of certain religious 
cultural and educational rights of the community The Muslim 
League of that time was hardly distinguishable from the Indian 
National Congress and it was often seen that the same leader 
held office at various times in the two organizations In Bihar 
far more important than the League was the status and role of 
the Imarat SJhana in the religious and political life of the 
Muslims Under the inspiration of Maulana Shah Badruddin, 
Shah Moiiuddm and Maulana Sajjad the Imarat played a 
pivotal role m the struggle for national freedom as well as in, 
seeking to maintain the identity and unity of the Muslims on 
the basis of their religious laws and institutions After the 
flames of the movement were extinguished there occurred some 
confusion and vacuum m Muslim politics in India But m 
Bihar Imarat Sharia and Jamiatyl Ulema under the leadership 
of Shah Mohiuddm and Maulana Sajjad continued to claim 
an over nding and unifying role that transcended party orga 
nazatrons m directing and leading the Muslim politics On the 
eve pf the Assembly elections to be held under the Government 
of India Act, 1935 it formed the Muslim Independent Party 
and decided to take part in the electoral politics This was 
the time of separate electorate and there were three 
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main Muslim part es Mus m Ahrar Party led by Shaft Daudi 
Mus lm United Party cd by Abdul Aziz and Mus im Indeput 
dent Party led by Mohd Yunus under the msp ration of 
Maulana Sajjad 

In these elections the Congress Party of course got an ovei 
% helming majority in general seats but refused to form the 
government Among the minority parties the Muslim Indc 
pendent Party being the largest its leader Mohd Yunus was 
mvited to form the government which lasted for five months 
only The government of Mr Yunus was replaced by the 
Congress government led by Snknshna Smha xn which Dr 
Mahmud was the Education Minister and Prof Bari was elected 
the Deputy Speaker 


Dr Syed Mahmud Prof Abdul Ban Shah Omair Manzoor 
Ahsan Ijazi and Abdul Ghafoor of Darbhanga were consistent 
supporters of the Congress against the Muslim League They 
received full and strong support from Imarat Shariat Jamtatul 
Ulema and the Momra Conference led by Qayum Ansan 
The Muslim socialists also extended support to the Congress — 
and the prominent among them were Ahad Fatimi, Razi Asaftaa- 
badi Abul Hayat Chand and Anisur Rahman Mohd- Yunus 
of Independent party also sympathized with the Congress 


And yet the partition movement of Mr Jmnah engulfed 
Bihar as well as India It has already been mentioned that not 
only communal tensions but also democratic politics worked to 
create m the Muslim mind a sense of insecurity and uncertainty 
about their future The Muslim leadership of Bihar had 
weathered the storms and stresses of both communal tension 
and electoral politics and hoped to cooperate with the Congress 


lft the formation of coalition government Maulana Sajjad and 
the religious leaders and the Muslim Independent party refused 


to adopt the Muslim League platform The Congress however 
achBeved eleclbtal success *a 1937 beyond its own expectations 
and assured ojf sueb shbpess resolved to. form government only 
where it had^dleaf Of tts own The Muslim League 

did w oily- m UPi feut did nqt get a single seat m Bihar 
F V *tj^ jMiidim League y/as helped by Jatoiatul 

§ ^%the league and the Congress would 

f Ts:e- the Congress to accofitesodstd 
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the Musi m League in UP is a theme argued by Abu 
KaUm Azad m his book India wins Freedom The case of 
Bihar too merits consideration for the additional reason that 
the Congress had to deal not with Muslim League which was 
not an Asscmblv party in Bihar but Muslim groups which were 
nationalists and committed to cooperation with the Congress 

The separatist movement m Bihar s Muslim politics started 
after Jmnahs visit to Patna in 1937 Jmnah aroused the fears 
of Muslims fears of what would happen when India got 
freedom and Hindus would be m n majority and therefore m 
command of political power The history of this period m 
Bihar was very much a reflection of the national scenario the 
provincial politics was overshadow ed and eclipsed by tl e con- 
frontation between the League and the Congress on all India 
scene The irony is that this confrontation had to be in Bihar 
also where there was virtually no Muslim League up to 1937 
The failure of the Congress to keep the Muslim Independent 
party as its allv must be reckoned an enormous default on its 
part a default that allowed the Muslims to drift towards the 
Muslim League The feeling of insecurity and the dread of 
communal violence latent in a minority was whipped up by the 
demand for partition of the country In such a situation Jafar 
Imam Mr M Amin Mr Badruddm Nawab Ismail of Patna 
Ashiq Warsi Hossam Imam and Latifur Rehman of Gaya 
Khan Bahadur J&hl ot Darbhanga and Mr Zeyaur Rehman of 
Purrtea appeared as die leaders of Muslim League Fear and 
hatred feed upon themselves and many Bihan Muslims were 
drawn, towards the Muslim League demand of partition The 
Pied Piper of the Muslim Homeland lured the emotionally 
charged Muslims to lands where they have remained rootless 
migrants It needs to be noted however that m the Bihar 
Assembly elections of 1 946 although 34 of 40 Muslim seats 
were bagged by the Muslim League and only six seats were won 
by the nationalist Muslims about 40 per cent of Muslim votes 
were m favour of the nationalist Muslims 


3 

The Struggle for Survival 


The independence of India was accompanied by the parti 
tion of the country and since the Muslims had ashed for 
partition they were blamed foi it Much has been written on 
the causes of partition and the game of apportioning responsi 
bility goes on One thing however seems obvious — the Muslims 
were concerned over their future as a community and their 
concern, grew as the prospect of freedom drew nearer foi 
freedom would bring democracy based on the principle of 
majority rule The fear of Hindu majority was carefully 
planted and nurtured by the British m their attempt to divide 
and rule and the British must bear the main responsibility for 
the tragic division of India The Muslims as well as the Hindus 
made the mistake of considering each other a monolithic and 
cohesive community while ui fact both the religious commum 
ties were further divided into a number of ethnic communities 
And the Muslims did not realize that m a democracy the 
factors of region language and class would be as important 
as religion, and the basic divisions would be political rather 
than religious 


In retrospect it also seems most probaole that the Muslims 
even though self conscious and crying for separate identity and 
even existence, were concerned more for their identity as a 
e®n$mbhity than as a separate nation The two-nation theory 
ignored the distinction between the Muslims as a community 
and Muslims as a nation There can be several communities 
m a nation winch }S essentially a political territorial entity It 
was wily id I fW$ihafc the demand for a separate state put the 
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stress on national ty The post partit on history of the Indian 
subcontinent has however shown that the Muslims far from 
being a nation were hardly even a community and language 
and culture are not alwavs subsumed by religion The paiti 
tion of Pakistan within twenty five years of its birth was the 
most eloquent commentary on the false notion of separate 
Muslim nation hood 

Even then the previous chapter has amply shown that 
the Muslims of Bihar lived and died as authentic sons of the 
soil committed to the land of their birth and full participants 
m the struggle for freedom and giving hardly any support 
to the Muslim League until 1946 even though partition was 
being discussed among all parties since 1940 And when 
partition took place all the contending parties gave their con 
sent to it All the leaders were aging and tired and 
Mountbatten rushed with it 

The partition was followed by an exodus of people across 
the border — Hindus and Sikhs coming to India and Muslims 
going to Pakistan Many Muslims specially from central Bihar 
migrated to East and West Pakistan those who remained m 
their homeland were faced with a traumatic experience bewil 
dered and demoralized The Muslims perceived that the 
Hindus consciously oi unconsciously held that after the founda- 
tion of Pakistan the Muslims had no moral ight to live m 
India The Muslims were not only depicted by their neigh- 
bours as responsible for the partition of the country but 
suffered from a sense of guilt The wounds of communal 
violence inflicted m 1946 were deep and created a sense of 
insecurity and uncertainty about their future m the land of 
their birth 

Amidst these adveise cu cumstances the most important 
and urgent task was to wash away the stains of the recent past 
and promote the rehabilitation of the Muslims m their own 
homeland Dr Mahmud and Mi Abdul Qayum Ansari aided 
by Shah Oraair and Ahad Noor helped to boost up the 
shattered morale of the Muslims Mr Qayum Ansan had a 
consistantly nationalist record and through the Momm Confer 
ence and the Relief portfolio that he held m the Bihar Cabinet 
he served the interests of the backward groups of Muslims 
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The more d fficu t task of reestabl sh ng th Imk between th* 
ern while Musi m Leaau and the Congress was achieved by 
Dr Mahmud who irmttd these leaders > } n the Congress 
Among these leaders Tafar Imam Mazhar Imam Mohd Shaft 
and Maqbool Ahmad were the prominent ones 

The Socialists \ ere opposed to partition, and were bitter 
critics of the Muslim League and its leaders However the 
Muslim socialists such as Ahad Fatmi Abnl Hayat Chand and 
Razi Azimabadi who were among the architects of socialist 
movement in Bihar threw themselves into social service and 
helped to restore confidence and security among the dejected 
Muslims They worked through the help and intervention, of 
the socialist leader Jayprakash Narayan to stop the raid and 
search of Muslim houses and thus helped to remove fear from 
the Muslim mind 


The Communist party of India had supported the League 
demand for partition but later on the communists vied with 
others in criticising partition After independence the CPI 
adopted the Randive line of revolutionary struck against the 
new government, which could not have any effect on the 
people in general and the already distracted and scared Muslim 
masses Comrade Ah Ashraf Syed Habib Ah Amjad and 
Habibur Rehman were active communist leaders who organized 
poorer sections of the masses workers and students and 
especially industrial workers and Bin workers among whom 
the majority were Muslims 

The erstwhile three organizations namely Imarat Shana 
JamiUtul Xllema and the Momra Conference further helped to 
promote a spirit of confidence and to prevent the demoraliza- 
tion of Muslims 


Slowly the Muslims brought themselves back into the mam 
stream of national politics The Congress system emerged as 
thedphnpCnt fissure of the fine India s party system and was 
a epahttop of yahons caste factions perhaps more prominently 
in Bthi-r t&kfo 1 anywhere else, m India C^ste ts characterised 
by of kinship and oftffi displays the qualities 

jof solidaifti tthdifional rights tud obligations 
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k nship But the qual ty of Marrawat extendi to fn nds and 
neighbours even when thev d > not have blood r- it onsh p 
Thus the Muslims came to b a affiliated as Friends and alhu> 
to the various caste factions and their leaders and thu Muslim 
leaders came to be identified with this or that faction kadi^r in 
the Congress and other political parties With the acccntua 
tion of caste factionalism the Muslim leaders virtually ceased 
to be minority representatives and became valuable allies of 
the leaders of the various caste factions Thus the culture of 
kinship was extended to embrace friendship and the Muslims 
recovered a meaningful role for themselves in the caste ridden, 
popular pohttcs of Indian democracy 

The identification with the Congress gave to the Muslims a 
feeling of being in the right political stream as the Congress 
party retained the quality of a national movement The Con 
gress was also the ruling party and had political reward to 
offei to its supporters and followers The Muslim inclination 
towards the Congress accordingly had good pragmatic reasons 
A few Muslim leaders emphasized the independent role of the 
Muslim leadership Moulvi Usman Gham and Moulvi Syed 
Ayub were the conspicious social leaders who subscribed to 
this view Moulana Usman Gham an old nationalist AUm 
maintained that the Muslims as a community were not perma 
nently wedded to any one political party and should partici- 
pate in the democratic politics of the country as free citizens 
Moulvi Syed Ayub was more of a social woiker primarily 
interested in the cause of Muslim education and the advance- 
ment of Urdu He maintained his links with vanous political 
parties and individual leaders, and worked with great zeal and 
dedication for the Bihar Riyasarti Aiyuman Taraqui Urdu and 
made it an active and popular institution and organized a. 
band of dedicated workers for this purpose 

The Muslims by and large gave their support to the Con- 
gress more than any other political party, but the impression 
that the Congress monopolized the Muslim vote was dispelled 
m the general election of 1957 wbeti the Muslims also m 
keeping with; the general trend of public opinion, wer-e disposed 
against the Congress By 1957 the erstwhile Muslim leadership, 
with pre mdependsn.ee moorings, was dead or defunct, and a 
new set of leaders such as Gffiqlam Barwar Be tab Siddujui 
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A Moghan Shah Mushtaqne Ahmed Mom Ansari andTaqui 
Rah m emerged as the new eaders around the Urdu cause Of 
these leaders who were ndependent and unattached to anv 
party Taqui Rahim aione was a party leader of the left wing 
based on an alliance among CPI, CPM and SSP The left 
a'hance decided to advocate Urdu as the second language m 
the state and Mahamavo. Prasad ot Jan Kranii Dal wa* 
supported bv the left alliance Togetner all these parties 
formed a coalition government (SVD) after the first Congress 
defeat m 1967 The new Muslim leaders were new and in 
experienced and no stalwarts and their emergence shows 
that Muslim politics reflected the general tiend of tne state 
politics m which mti congress wave was at an. ascendancy at 
that time Thus the political peiceptions and voting prefer 
ences of the Muslims reflect the trend and pattern of general 
voting behaviour The Muslims in India ceased to be not only 
a separate constituency but also a special constituency The 
Muslim electorate fdt and behaved as part of the national 
electorate 

The question has however been raised about Muslim sohda 
Tity and Muslim isolation m view of the evidence that ‘In the 
1950s Muslims were returned to the Assembly from all regions 
of Bihar but by 1972 they were returned for the most part 
only from areas of Muslim voting strength 1 There is nothing 
■startling in this as the electoral process is not entirely mdepen 
dent of the social demographic and ethnic factors and the 
logic of democracy dictates that number should play its part ra 
the choice of representation. The logic of democracy is how- 
ever lost m the dispersal of Muslim population into areas 
■where they are too small to be a significant factor The 
phenomenon of correlation between Muslim representation and 
large Muslim population could be considered^an index of in 
Sufficient political integration and Muslim isolation But this 
eamt>ed*smi$sfcd as doubtful because (a) Muslim representatives 
are pa pjo constituencies with small Muslim popu 

latfdn ‘hjid <$$ f&e trend of more representatives from North 
Bifitaf dfeMets. refects more the normal influence of number m 



THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 


4 1 


It is also pertinent to point out that there are other 
measures of political integration and participation Mcnt on 
has been made of the culture of ‘Marrawat and Muslim voters 
and representatives tend to be aligned with parties and factions 
and their leaders on the basis of inter persona! relations It 
is only realistic to recognise that political integration takes 
place not only in the politics of representation but also m the 
field of patronage The conspicous improvement m the status 
of Vfomins tor example is an example of change brought about 
by the policies of the government in regard to facilities in 
education services and business Other Muslims have also 
shared m the general progiess that the country has achieved 
s nee independence however spotty and uneven that progress 
may be The status of Urdu and the employment opportunities 
of Urdu schools provide another example There is evidence 
that Muslims have also found reasonable employment m public 
sectors such as nationalised banks and Insurance Corporation 
In view of all these the current talk of isolation* is not true 
any more than the earlier talk of Muslim separatism was 


The Nature and Scope of Minority Politics 

LOK SABHA 

Muslims MPs from Bihar since First General Flection 


Party 1952 

1957 

1962 

1967 

1971 

1977 

m 

Congress 3 

2 

2 

2 

3 


5 

Janta Congress — 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Janta Party — 

— 

— 

— , 

— 

2 

— 

Total 3 

3 

2 

r\ 

£ 

3 

2 

5 


The total number of parliamentary constituencies is 54 
Before 1977 this was 53 The table shows that the Muslim 
representation in the Lok Sabha has been generally half or one 
third of their due on the basis of their population It is also 
apparent that the number of Muslim representatives rises tyith 
the rise in the fortunes of the Congress m 1952 1957 1971 and 
1980 

The proportion of Muslim representation m the state 
Assembly has been almost half of their share of tile total 
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jxpulaton In 1972, 1977 and 1930 general elect ^ns there 
were reaped vdy ~>S 25 and Musi m member* of the 1 l, s 
lative Assembly consisting of 3 lb members 

Bihar Assembly 


Congress I 

Congress O 

CPI 

CPM 

SP 

PSP 

Janta Party 
Lok Dal 
Janta J P 
Independents 


25 (8%) 


28(9%) 


The table shows the aitaehmehj of the h^^shtns tO'tl$;|!k)n--. 
gress and their revolt against it fe the 
account of the emergency The voting behaV-fetd of the 
Muslims tn 1977 elections was generally in. accord with the 
voting trend m North India The tv o Muslim MLAs belong 
Utg to the Lok Dal m I98D shows the increasing impact of the 
backward castes among Muslims as well as Hindus m the 
electoral process of Bihar It is also clear that the Muslims 
choose from among the existing secufar parties and do not 
aspire or strive for political parties of their own They however 
reject Jan Sangh and it was only their concern for democratic 
as well as minority rights that overcame their usual distrust of 
the Jan Sangh and led to their support of Janta Party in large 
lumbers ihe electoral results through the vicissitudes of 
forgone indicates the deep commitment of the Muslims to 
hheihha# weS as secular democracy This of couise does not 
prrMu^s %e)r concern for their group identity and for their 
ctdttfgal and -educational rights Indeed much of the 
bbyohdj the electoral and paity politics is 
of language and education Muslim 
removal of discrimination had 
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assurance of job opportumt es and finally scour ty of 1 fc and 
property and protection against communal violence 

It is however a serious limitation and di iwbtck of Muslim 
politics in particular and of Bihar in general trm it iacl s the 
content and substance ot social and civic purpose Obsessed 
with self interest and such community matters as are essenli 
ally communal there is a tendency to ignore the secular 
matters of common interest whether in the field of economic 
development or social reforms Not many Muslims come 
forward to spouse or associate with constructive programmes 
of land reforms rural development educational advancement 
and municipal or Panchayat improvement Bihar is generally 
deficient in the voluntary organisations and constructive social 
and civic activities The Muslims in this respect share the 
civic apathy of their neighbours and their areas of settlement 
are worse than the usually bad environment of town and 
villages Phuhvarishanf a town of overwhelming Muslim 
majority and the seat of Khanquah and the headquarters of 
Imarat Shanat famous for its religious instruction and guid 
ance is a virtual cesspool and stmks as no other place does 
The general Muslim mdifFerence to environmental pollution 
and their civic apathy are incredible There is an ignorance of 
mundance matters necessary for social and civic improvement 
and, consequently the Muslim inhabited areas are the worst 
spectacle of decadap.ce and blight although not alway» poor 
It is not that the sense of public spirit is entirely lacking there 
are voluntary organisations that collect chanty money for 
mosques tombs, graveyards madrases and orphanges AH 
these doubtless need some help and assistance But there are 
fewer instances of organized efforts to improve the educational 
and economic conditions of life There are some schools and 
colleges but thesr standards and resources do not match those 
of other similar institutions The weakest spot is m their 
inability to encourage individual enterpnze and support collec 
tive efforts for the mobilization and development of economic 
resources to raise health education and wellbeing of the 
weaker Sections of the community or the society at large The 
religious leaders may as well direct the Muslim mind towards 
he making of their settlements more livable add beautiful 
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the political situation m Bihar is noteworthy In 197 ■» the 
Chief Minister ot Bihar was Abdul Ghafoor t protege of L \ 
Mishra a Central Minister fiom Bihar It is icported tnit 
Mishra wanted to remote Abdu' Ghatooi from the Duel 
Ministership The CPI was m those days pro Congress and 
its relations with Mishra were cordial and it seem* the CPI w ts> 
willing to pull Mishia s chestnuts out of tlie Bihar hre In 1974 
the CPI gave i call for Bihar Bundh and the people responded 
to this call enthusiastically 

The agitation soon passed into the hands of stuoents who 
were dissatisfied on account of rising mess bill and abuses ot 
university administration The students held meetings to foi 
mulate their demands at Muzaffarpur and Patna but there 
emerged two student bodies — Chatra Yuva Sangar^h Samiti and 
Chatra Yuva Sangarsh Morcha The Morcha consisted o r 4 I 
India Students Federation affiliated to CPI Students Fede ation 
of India affiliated to Marxist Coordination Committee and 
Bihar Students Association affiliated to CPI ML while the 
Samiti included Vidyaithi Parishad Socialist Youth Wing 
Congress O Youth Wmg and Tarun Shanti Sena The Morcha 
gheroad the Education Minister on March 16 and there was 
police firing m Bettia on the same day Tho Samiti ga\e 
another call for agitation on March 18 and there was nison 
loot and police firing m Patna The agitation passed into the 
hands of the Samiti and the students approached Jaya Prakash 
Naravan to lead the movement In spite of the ideological 
differences the immediate target of all the opposition oarties 
and also of the d ssident Congress appeared to be the Muslim 
Chief Minister Abdul Ghafoor 

The Bihar unit of the Communist Party of India, which had 
been consistently supporting the Congress Government in the 
State called upon all left and democratic parties to unite f or 
replacing the Congress ministry by a left and darociatic 
government The party executive at its meeting held on 22 23 
May 1974, stated that it was on the basis of unity among 
various left and democratic forces foiged m the struggle foi 
defence of democracy, against hoarders profiteers and land- 
lords and the anti people policies of the government of Bihar 
that the democrat c process in the state would gather sufficient 
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strength for bring ng nto bang a clean p ocress ve and demo- 
er tie government m place of the present go tmment 

The fate of the Binary in Bangladesh moved the Muslims 
in Bihar against the Congress government at the same time the 
attach on a Muslim Chief Minister of Bihar initially kept thv 
Muslims by and large out of this anti Congress agitation 
Those Muslims who were opposed to the Congiess and act ve 
in opposition were actively associated with the J P move 
ment Included m this category were the socialist leaders Z A. 
Jain Independents like Ghulam Sarwar and All Haider Warsi 
Marxists like Taqui Rahim and Sarvodaya leaders much as 
Ahad Fatmi Syed Jabir and Razi Azimabadi and some student 
leaders 

The Jama Masjid incident involving the imprisonment of its 
Imam did not endear the Congress to the Muslims The decla- 
ration of Emergency followed by the sterilization programme 
and the firing of Turkman Gate Delhi broadened the cleavage 
between the Congress and the Mushm community In a meet- 
ing addressed by Jaya Prakash Narayan m Anjuman Islanua 
Hall m 1974 two of the respectable nationalist Muslim leaders — 
Jafarlmam and Shah Omir— were present And the 1977 
elections proved that the Muslims were once again in tune with 
the general trend of the public opinion and thus m the main- 
stream of national politics Like their compatriots the Muslims 
were also soon disillusioned with the Janata Government and 
when the Janata Party disintegrated they voted back the 
Congress to power m Bihar as well as India m 1980 There 
is however a general disenchentment with politics and political 
parties and as the data below show there is a desire among 
some to have a partv of their own All the same the commit- 
ment to the value of a liberal constitutional democracy remains 
high and unflinching 

Political Values and Perceptions of the Muslim Elite 

We now present below a report of the findings of the survey 
of the Muslim elite conducted m 1975 76 
Democracy 

On the question whether majority rule or independent 


2 The Indian Nation Patna 24 5 1974 
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judiciary is the guarantee of democracy 174(60°) believe m 
majOiity rule and 117 (40%) m independent judiciary ts the 
guarantee of democracy This was a subtle distinction but t'w 
intervenes v ere taken during the emergency when con'Mlu 
tional questions such ..s these were highlighted in the context 
of 42 amendment 

Whether the government knows best as to what is in the 
interest or the people the opinion is rather sharply divided 
with 153 (52 6°/) for and 1 8 (47 4%) against the proposition 

Is political opposition a nuisance While 76 (24 5%) think 
so 219 persons (75 5%1 disagree This was again signsfc'm* 
m view of the emergency p-*uvalen then 

As regaids the proposition that the best decisions are made 
at the top 181 (63 3%) agree, while 105 (36 7%) do not 

Similarly regarding another proposition that a country needs 
fast economic development rather than a long deoate on wl at 
is constitut onally propei or not 237 (82 3%) are in agreement 
while 50 (17 4%) aie not 

On all these items the responses may indicate a superficial 
inconsistency In fact however there is a very significant 
pattern, in these responses there is belief in the principle ot 
majority rule and m the value of opposition but also a belict 
in better decision making at the top and a concern lor econo 
mic development These two dimensions viz political demo 
cracy and economic rationality (development) aie shown equal 
concern On the one hand it is true that commitment to grass 
roots democracy and participation m decision making appears 
rather weak 

Participation 

On the question whether political participation is desirable 
for a minority group 259 or 88 per cent think that it is so 
And 160 (54 6 0/ )as against 133 (45 4%) do not agiee with the 
statement that participation makes no difference to the policies 
because they are made at top 

On the question whether the Muslim s active participation 
in politics leads to the displeasure of the majority commwiitv 
although a majority of the elite 172 (58 8%) do not think so 


THb STRUGGLE FOR SURVIV \L 


ts bstantial minor ty (P 41 5 ) bcl eves that td">es Not 
a sat sfactory feel ng for pol t cal ntegrat on of the to numt es, 

Does political participation make foi unnecessary tactions n 
174 or (59 4%) do not think so 1 19 (40 8%) th nk so 

Are elections important 0 267 or 93 4% agree that elections 
are important Thus there is consensus on the importance 
of elections and the reasons for their importance are because 
they contribute to democracy enable the people to elect their 
representatives and express their opinion and because voting is 
their constitutional right 

Parties. 

What about inner party democracy * As regards the pro 
position that political parties don t allow freedom to their 
members to take part in the decision making process 187 
(64 3%) agree against 104 (35 7%) Even then there is a con 
sensus that there can be no democracy without political parties 
279 (94 6%) agamst 16 (5 4%) ag ee with this view And theie 
is little apprehension that in case the opposition parties unite 
thev would destroy democracy 

Does tbe choice of political party make any difference 7 
275 (60/) against 118 (40%) disagree with the statement that 
it would make little diffe rence to the country whether one party 
oi the other comes to power 

There is thus a consensus on the merits of an open party 
system And yet there aie strong reservations on the relation- 
ship subsisting between political parties and minority groups 

Must a minority belong to a political party of its own m 
order to protect its own interest t To this question 128 (43 5%) 
against 1 66 (56 5%) gave an affirmat ve response This is some 
what shattering for secular political development Although 
not a majority opinion this is sizeable enough to be a matter of 
concern This feelmg for separate or communal political 
party is obviously related to the fact that political parties were 
not perceived as protector of minority interests A verv large 
number 213 (72 4%) as against 81 (27 6%) believe that there 
is hardly any political party to protect the interest of the mino- 
rities The ambivalence about the political parties and the 
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genual disenchantment with aU of them is reflected in a majo 
rity (61 <> 0 ) holding that it is hard to say whether Muslim interests 
are served better by the ruling party or the opposition The 
ambivalence or the scepticism regarding the political parties ate 
based in a majority of cases on instrumental grounds For in 
response to a question whether Muslim identity is lost by 
joining a political party other than their own 192 (60 3%) 
against 107 (34 7 ') do not thmk so The question of separate 
identify is important for a minority but general concern is for 
protection of community s interests 

Government 

In response to the questio n thinking about the governments 
how much effect do you think its activities the laws and so on 
have on your dav to day life f 

Great effect Some effect No effect 

1 36 (46 7%) 130 (44 7%) 25 (8 6%) 

On the whole the activities of the government are perceived 
to improve conditions in this country by an overwhelming 
majority of 276 or 93% of the elite respondents 

Has the government succeeded in giving shelter to the mmo 
nties ? The opinion is divided between 153 (52%) for and 
140 (48%) against the government 

Are government officials responsive to the needs and aspira 
tions of the Muslims ? Onlv 52 (17 7%) believe that they are 
very much or a good deal responsive while 111 (38%) believe 
they are responsive only to some extent and 131 (44 6%) 
believe they are not responsive at all 

The image of the public sector is not at all flattering Has 
the government ownership of industnes succeeded m providing 
necessary incentive to efficiency ? 185 (63 4%) give a negative 
answer against the affirmative answer of 107 (36 6%) 

Constitution 

Commitment to democracy is unquestionably there but 
there is a concern for the inviolability of the Constitution 
There is overwhelming consensus 227 (77 5%) in favour of 
the opinion that frequent amendments would harm the nation 
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There s alio an over vh 1m ng n ajontv op nion ("KJS or 71 ) 

in fivour of the op n on that mor powers nth hands oJ 
Parhanm. it ts danguous for democracy The intensity of these 
opinions varies bat the dissenting opinions a «. definitely 
around a quarter of the total repondents 

Even during the emergency onlv 135 (47 7%) approved of 
the proposals for forty second amendments 

Living Condition Problem from Outside 

On the question whether the general living condition of 
people has improved during the fast ten years 261 (88 8° ) of 
the elite agree that it has improved Howevei on the question 
•whether the living condition of the Muslims has improved only 
175 (59 5%) believe that such improvement has taken, place 

289 out of 29 1 valid responses suggest that there are certain 
problems faced primarily by the Muslims In addition to the 
common problems such as unemployment poverty and illiteracy 
Muslims face special problems connected with Urdu discrimi- 
nation and insecurity of life liberty and property 256 (89 5%) 
of the elite agree that there is discrimination in employment 
opportunities against the Muslims In response to a question 
■whether the respondent himself evei faced discrimination 102 
(38 5%) answer m the affirmative and 232 (85 4) maintain 
that they know someone who had been subjected to 
discrimination 

Intra Community, Internal Problems 

On a question whether there are disagreements and conflicts 
among the Muslims 278 (98%) of the elite admit that there 
are conflicts withm the community on the basis of caste and 
other group conflicts problems arising from, educational and 
economic backwardness and from clash of factional and per- 
sonal interests Personal sectarian and caste factors account 
for most of the conflicts m the community educational and 
economic factors are perceived as problems by fewer people 
and given lower weight age 
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Help 

If ho do you approach foi help 0 The an m tr n os follows 


Fn riels and 
Relations 

Political 
l adus 

Officials 

Common /i 
leaders 

'97 (35 7%) 

74 (28 7%) 

37 (14%) 

1 1 (4 3%) 

Accountability and Articulation 

On the question as to whose interests political leaders con 
suit most the following responses are revealing 

Personal 

Party Caste 

Constituency 

Commrn t\ 

211 (76 4%) 

36(13%) 1 1 (4° ) 

9(3 3%) 

4 (1 4%) 


On the question whether Muslim problems are effective!} 
articulated 210 (72 4%) maintain they are not 

How far are the Muslim representatives able to influence 
government policies on behalf of the Muslims’ 193 or 60 per 
cent believe they are little able to do so 

Are the Muslim representatives organized and influential 
enough to get things done for the Muslims > 263 or 91 per cent 
say they are not 

Beneficiaries in the Community 

There is a widespread belief among the elite that Muslims 
have benefited although only to some extent from economic 
development of the country However on the question as to 
who have benefited most the perception is that backward castes 
(Mornrns in particular) and the working classes have benefitted 
most 

The Muslim Culture 

Do the elite feai that the Muslim culture is in danger ? 64 
per cent think it is not 

The Future 

Muslim elite are more optimistic about the future of the 
country than about their community 

216 (77/) believe that the future of the country will be 
better while a lower figure of 161 (57 7%) believe that the future 
of the community will be better 






4 

Social Forces and 
Formation of the Elite 


Bthai i an ov„rwheIminglv i & neu tmnl md ruril Stmc with 
onlv ten p r cent ot tiibinutiia against 'waitv pu cent of 
nation xl iverigi, rmu> pr cent of its people live m villages 
mtny of vih ch in. still difficult to reach quickh or easilv With 
inadequate tnd tndev eloped ro 'd end transport facilities many 
of the villascs continue to be remote ft om centres of o immerse 
industry and administration With twenty per cent literacy 
against the national pucentigc of thirty Bihar s population is 
lower in percapni income Rs 700/ as compared to the All 
Indii per capita intone of Rj» 1000, in 1976 According to 
a report Bihar contributes 41 p“r cent of the totd mineral pro 
duction of the country yet its slme m industrial production is 
just & 5 per tent Per capita development expenditure is as 
follows 

India Bihar Tamil Nadu Maharashtra Punjab Gujarat 

22 o2 12 40 29 S7 28 01 26 29 26 

A comparison ot Bihar s share m the total food grams pro- 
duction average (1975 76) vvith that of some other States indi 
cates the higher potential of Bihar s. development Bihar s 
share is 7 9/ Andhra Pradesh 7 l/ 0 West Bengal 7 0/ Tamil 
Nadu 6% Bihar s feitihzer consumption per hectare of crop 
ped area (1978 79) was 17 2 kg against 46 3 kg of Andhra 
Pradesh 30 6 kg of West Bengal and 68 1 kg ot Tamil Nadu 
Like wtse Bihar s elect ncity consumption per capita (1978 79) 
KWT is 69 j Andhra Pradesh sis 112 West Bengal s 147 and 
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Tamil Nadus 219 In an overwhelmingly agricultuial and 
rural economy the low consumption of fertilizer and electricity 
explains the backwardness and also shows the promise of 
Bihai s economy if the supply of such inputs as fertilizer md 
electricity is increased 


Slate 

Share in total 
foodgrains 
pi eduction 

Fertilizer 
consumption 
per hectare 

Electricity 
consumption 
per capita 

unit 

Bihar 

79 

17 2 

69 

AP 

7 1 

46 3 

112 

WB 

70 

30 6 

147 

TN 

60 

68 1 

219 

All India 

100 

29 8 

154 


Source Statistical Outline of Indta—1980 Tata Services Ltd Depart 
ment of Economics and Statistics 


Bihar is quite rich m minerals and therefore the potential 
for industrial development is also high but the State has been 
unable to exploit its resources The Statesman (May 18 19 
1981 Delhi) m its editorial commented ‘Economically the 
indications are bleak despite the fact that Bihar is India s 
richest state in mineral wealth Containing 87 per cent of total 
cooking coal deposits 88 per cent of mica and 25 per Cent of 
iron ore resources it had ample potential for rapid industrial 
advance But the record has been dismal loughly three 
quarters of the population is estimated to be living below the 
poverty line per capita income is 36 8 below the national 
average and from 1960 61 to 1975 76 the states domestic 
product grew at a meagre 1 7 per cent per annum 

An aspect of Bihar s backwardness is its large population 
and high birth rate 

The total population— 5 63,369 (1971 Census) 


U«U ASU uR>l\HO 4 U iHl. LU1L 


l 

The he th and family plam n oro an m in poor 
condit on as s c% dent from the olow n P d ta 


Population per hospital No oj coupks 

bed piotected b\ F P nuthodb 


Bihar 

2510 

130 

AP 

1477 

26 9 

\\ B 

958 

41 3 

TN 

975 

28 7 

All India 

1231 

22 8 


Source The same as of the earlier tab c 


On both these items Bihar s performance is nearly half of 
the all India average 

Thus neither rich cultural traditions nor abundant economic 
resources have helped Bihar to ach eve a decent economic lift 
foi the bulk of its people A glanng fact is the economic 
dominance of a few castes notablv of the Bhumihars and the 
Rajputs in land ownership and of the Kay as t he b, and the 
Brahmins in services Rajputs and Bhumihars about ten per 
cent of the population are the landowning gentrv and account 
for 78 6% of the lordowners Kayasthas md Brahmms along 
with these two landowning castes have the share of 56 per cent 
of all the government jobs 

The population of Bihar is divided mto all the religious- 
communities and into a very large number of caste groups The 
Hindu population 78 per cent has one important characteristic — 
it is divided into three sets of caste groups— High castes (13%) 
backward castes (50%) and the Hanjans (14%) The high 
castes include tour castes— Brahmins (4 7%) Rajput (4 2) 
Bhumihar (2 9%) and Kayastha (1 2%) These account for 
13% of the total population and 56% of all jobs m public 
authorities and nstitutions Among the backward castes- 
Yadavas account for 11 per cent of the total population and 
along with another 7 per cent of the Kurmis and Koens have 
been in the vanguard of the backward movement According 
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to the Census of 1971 the M islim population of the \anous 
districts is as follows 

District! ve Percentage of Muslim Population 


Bthai 13 48 ( 1971 Cet mil) 


Patna 

7 71 

Saharsa 

12 17 

Gava 

10 07 

Scnthal Parginas 

14 62 

Shababad 

7 46 

Purnea 

39 66 

Saran 

13 18 

Palasnu 

10 tg 

Champaran 

18 18 

Hazaribagh 

13 11 

Muzaffarpur 

17 67 

Ranchi 

7 27 

Darbhanga 

14 70 

Dhnnond 

11 o2 

Monghyr 

9 10 

Singhbhum 

3 95 

Bhagalpui 

13 30 




Total 13 48 


Sotoce Census of r ndn (Bihar) 1971 Series 4 Part II— C(i) p 

It is m such a social and economic environment that 
Muslims also ha\e to share the fruits of backwardness as well 
as progress of the State The above data are enough to indicate 
the backwardness of the general population and the Muslims 
are of course not immune from the effects of a depressed eco 
nomy and an megahtarian society Rapid economic develop 
ment and social progress thereforer emarn the uigent task of 
this State for the good of Muslims as well as Hindus 
Christians Hanjans or Adibasis 

Withm this framework interesting and substantial change has 
been taking place in the social circumstances of the Muslims of 
Bihar There have been occurring migration of the educated 
from The village to towns their shift from agriculture to services 
and professions and diversification of occupations AU these 
have resulted m the life chances of those who manage to get 
ahead as well as those who are already on top The whole 
society being characterized by enormous inequality a few of 
all communities are quite well off whereas the majority of all 
the communities are wretched A minority however is inclined 
to believe that it is specially or singularly deprived There are 
caste ensions and Violence among the Hindus but the Muslims 
feel they are marked as victims of prejudice and hostility 
Thus the fate of the minority community is tied with the 
general development and equitable distribution of the fruits 
of development There is still a phenomenon worthy of note 


SCX. AL FORC1S AND FOR IATION OF TF E EL TE oj 

the a 1 und pro res* of t e Mom ns sn e ndt.p nd ice Th s 
is c'-pcudlly significant as it preceded the cuiient nsc of th», 
backward castes among thw Hindus The nsi, if die \Iomins 
from a backu ird and depressed to i progressive and prosp rous 
people is n bnghl chapter m the historv of Muslim in Ire. 
India 

Bihar thus presents a classic example of a society of gross 
imbalances Endowed with ibundent natural resources its 
economic condition has remained arrested undu the weight o*" 
exploitation by the British and the Indian Zantmdais Educa 
t onally it was dominated by the Bengalis and Bihar bee iniw t 
separate prov nev w nhoul acquiring 01 developing an identity 
of its own except m adm n str it an On the oth- hind it’s 
rich in cultural fnditions i ustic but based on the roots of its 
own witness Madhubam panting and rural handicrafts the 
Maithil Pundit the Bhojpun peasant or the Muslim weaver In 
tne pol tical held caste and community have been tin. critical 
factors— probably more than elsewhere in India and the 
emergence of the new caste forces has meant mounting tension 
but this is also an an index of a political process characterized 
by vitality and not stagnation 

Such a political system as of Bihar tends to be highly 
competitive ridden with primordial cleavages reinforced by 
organizational conflicts and personal rivalries Caste factions 
therefore are the mam stuff of Bihar s politics It is easy to 
bemoan it and there is no doubt that public interest often 
suffers before the rtval caste jealousies and claims the worst 
effect of damage to public interest is on the administration of 
the state All the administrative organizations aie beset with 
the penetration of caste influence and the weaker sections 
suffer most if there is no one re the bureaucracy or politics to 
defend their rights The state as a whole suffers because pro- 
grammes of common interest such as public transport electn 
city irrigation supplies of necessary materials and education are 
all affected by the particularistic interests Private interests 
are allowed to supersede public interests Groups jostle 
together with interests of their own— there is tacit under- 
standing and legitimacy that these groups pursue their own 
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intercuts bv boot or ciook There is accommodation in appoint 
merits of commissitns (including Public Strvice Commission j 
and universities on. the basis oi caste and community What is 
loyaln for the m group is cor' option forthc out groups Kinship 
and friendship ai e the twin pillars of pi ivate and public life m 
Bihai 

The regional and caste class disparities arc equally reflected 
m the social stratification of the Muslim community Tradi 
tionaly the Muslims of Central Bihar comprising Patna Arrah 
Gavo. and Monghyr though only seven per cent of the total 
have been the most advanced m education services and pro 
fessions Since independence the trend has been towards 
greater mobility and development of Muslims from the Noith 
Bihar while there has been more frustration and emigration 
among South Bihar Muslims who were subjected to greater 
communal violence at the time of partition and independence 

After independence the democratic process also contributed 
to the importance of numbers, and districts of North Bihar 
with larger percentage of Muslim population naturally acquired 
political leverage, and districts such as Pumea for example 
were m a position to capture seats in the legislative bodies and 
also m the ministry Thus the political importance of large 
electorate paved the way for a shift in the political leadership 
and power of Muslims from the South to the North Bihar 
This was made possible particulaily because of high concen- 
tration of Muslim voters m some constituencies of Kishanganj 
Darbhauga Madhubani and Siwnn where the political parties 
abo continually set up Muslim candidates and the Hindu 
leaders of these areas have to reckon with the Muslim interests 
m such constituencies Besides politics improvement m edu- 
cation and employment in services or professions have also 
contributed to the nse of Muslims m northern districts 

There has also been a greater shift m the structure of lead- 
ership and power among the Muslims due to the social awaken 
mg political organization economic consolidation and educa 
tional advancement of the backward castes Detailed studies of 
the social change among the backward castes have yet to be 
made but the case of Momin movement deserves mention The 
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Monins luv ft l * d ihv 1 ltiu x[ ^ u mt IOn 0 f moving 
and thev v\vrw tin. m*-in m nwfjaarurs nd suppj IUs 0 f ^ int j 
woven tkth Aiur th Jvvni o f i ! it British ti tt , hmaiciaJts 
meludim woung were Mud rum hv iht impost of British 
goods imi tv Miles ami if t Momm* sufftn d thi. adverse come 
quentev of But -*h imptruhsm HtBu, th v \ \\c rc a gainst tht 
British Mahatma Gan ihs s v.mph ims on v\ta\ ng am j spuming 
made him popular with ti e Momms who t ut to thur mte csts 
gtw full suppoU to the nationalist movement j oss ot 

economic and socnl position made the Vomj ns victims 
of imperialism and a depressed taste dominated and exploited 
by the upper caste elite I bus the impoverishment and dears 
datum of backward castes provided i favourable background 

for a reform movement which also harmonised wuh the eon 

structive social programme of Mdhttma Gandhi The Mom ms 
had no reason to svmputhize with the feud i] elements in the 
leadership of the Muslim League and v eie instead attracted 
towards the social and political objectives of 3V1 ih a t ma Gandhi 
and Indian National Congress During the khthf it movement 
the educated Momms were inspired to do something for the 
uplift of their com mum tv 

However until 1937 the ob*ective of the Moniip movement 
was mainly social aiming at the educational -i n( j ec0 nomic 
advancement which was necessarily directed against the 
Muslim upper castes who practised discrimination and social 
distinctions against the backward castes After 1937 the 
Momms joined the Indian National Congress, rejected the two 
nation theory of the Muslim. League and worUd for the up 
lift of their people as well as for the freedom of the country 


That the backward castes m general and the Momms m 
particular were subjected to both economic and social degrada 
non which made them panahs of the community Their plight 
can. be imagined from the fact that the upper caste elite made fun 
of participated m their functions and seldom 

paxtoe^^M^eals at the residence of Momms i t 1S report 
ed members of the Momm community for 

to °bviougiy noth 
Da *' the fim assembly until 1925 
ta bmch W journal from 
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Calcutta The first all India Conference held in 1925 at 
Calcutta was presided over by Prolessor Shamsuddm Shams of 
Patna Among the Momm leaders of Bihar Maulana Asmt 
Bihan Abdul Qayyum Ansari Khan Bahadur Jalil Latifur 
Rehman a landlord and Hafiz Manzoor and Shafiqullah 
Ansari were very prominent and Abdul Qavyum. Ansari was 
the most important political figure who more than any other 
Muslim leaders whether Momm or otherwise had political 
strength of his own and was t minister of the cabinet rank m 
Bihai for long years 

Since Independence a middle class specially of the bour 
geois variety has sprung mostly from the Momins This is 
an important phenomenon waiting for a detailed study of its 
own 

Social Formation of the Elite 

We now present the data on the social formation of the 
elite who are the subject of this survey 

Birth and Presidence 

With the exception of two districts Gmdih and Palamu in 
South Bihar the Muslim elite selected for this study were bom 
m varying numbers m the remaining twenty nine districts of 
Bihar (except ten who were bom outside Bihar) And yet it is 
noteworthy that most of them were born in a few districts 
such as Patna Nalanda Gaya Bhojpur and Rohtas (all com 
prising the erstwhile division of Patna) Bhagaipur and 
Morsghyr Darbhanga Purnea Saran, Siwan and MuzafFarpur 
and Ranchi 


Birth Place 


District 


2223 2 3 

(1) 

(2) 


Patna 

105 

35 4 

Monghyr 

26 

88 

Dharbhanga 

25 

84 

Gaya 

22 

74 

Purnea 

13 

44 

Nalanda 

12 

40 

Saran 

8 

27 
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0 / 


o 

(2) 

P) 

Bhojpur 

8 

2 7 

Bhagalpur 

7 

27 

Muzaifarpur 

6 

20 

Rohtas 

5 

1 7 

Siwan 

5 

I 7 

Ranchi 

5 

1 7 

Madhubam 

5 

1 7 

Champaran E 

4 

I 3 

Champaran W 

3 

1 0 


Total 259 

84 6 


Place of Residence 



Table II 


District 

No 

Peicentage 

Patna 

196 

66 0 

Darbhanga 

18 

6 1 

Monghyr 

11 

37 

Muzaff&rpur 

10 

34 

Purnea 

9 

30 

Bhagalpur 

8 

27 

Gaya 

7 

24 

Champaran E 

5 

1 7 


Total 264 

88 0 


While over one third of the elite were born in Patna this 
city has become the place of residence for two thirds of the 
elite There is greater concentration of the elite m a few 
district tow ns for purposes of residence Thus two thirds of 
the elite born in many parts of the State are now concentrated 
in the capital cty of Patna 

Rural Urban Background 

In so far as the birth place is concerned 167 persons 
(56 2%) were born in urban areas 130 persons (43 8%) were 
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bom in rural areas The figures of residence indicate that 271 
persons (91 2°/) have their residence in urban aiaas whereas 
only 26 persons (8 8%) continue to live m rural areas 


Table III 



Urban 

Rural 

Birth place 

167 (56 2%) 

130 (43 8%) 

Residence 

271 (91 2%) 

26 (3 8/ ) 


Table HI read with table II dearly shows a very high deg r ee 
of urbanization among the Muslim elite as well as preponde 
ranee of the elite in the capital city of Patna It is significant 
that 91 per cent of the Muslim elite live m urban areas and 
almost two thirds of them live m Patna alone Such massive 
urbanization of the elite highlights enormous geographical ai d 
occupational mobility among the elite 

Martial Status and Number of Sons and Daughters 


Table IV 


Unmarried 

Married 

Widower 

Widow 

31 (10 4%; 

240 (80 8%) 

23 (7 7%) 

3 (1 0%) 


Of these 240 married persons only four (1 4%) have two wives 
So much for polygamy among the Muslim elite 


Table V 


No of respondents 

Percentage 

No of sons 

47 

15 8 

l 

70 

23 6 

2 

57 

19 2 

3 

32 

10 8 

4 

23 

77 

5 

6 

20 

6 

4 

1 3 

7 

1 

3 

8 


Mean-=2v266 
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Number of Daughters 

Table VI 


ho of Respondents 


ho of i laughers 

53 


1 

65 


2 

41 


3 

31 


4 

15 


5 

8 


6 

2 


7 

2 


8 

2 


9 

Mean*= 1 1976 



Education 




Table VII 


Level 

Number 

Percentage 

Traditional Education 

32 

10 8 

Primary 

7 

24 

Middle 

2 

07 

High School 

26 

08 

Inter 

20 

68 

Graduate 

45 

152 

Post graduate 

45 

15 2 

Professional degree 

89 

301 

PhD 

30 

101 


The Muslim, elite are highly literate with 70 per cent of them 
being graduates or post graduates or professional degree- 
holders 
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70 

Occupation 


Table VIII 


The Elm 
Respondents 

No 

Percent 

Their fathers 

Pace 

Nothing 

9 

3 


10 

34 

Polities 

30 

101 

+ 

3 

I 3 

Civil Service 

36 

12 1 

— 

57 

19 2 

Academic 

44 

14 8 

— 

11 

37 

Medicine 

32 

10 8 

+ 

13 

44 

Engineering 

13 

4 4 

+ 

Nil 


Law 

17 

57 

— 

19 

64 

Journalism 

7 

24 

+ 

Nil 


Agriculture 

15 

15 1 

— 

80 

26 9 

Social Worker 

2 

7 


1 

03 

Religious Work 

13 

44 


19 

64 

Business 

48 

16 2 


49 

16 5 

Students 

5 

1 7 


— 

— 

Retired 

24 

8 1 


9 

30 


The figures regarding the occupations of elite members and 
of their fathers are revealing in the changes that have taken 
place in the occupational pattern of two generations of Muslims 
Agriculture cml service law and business appear to be the 
main occupations ot elite fathers and with the exception of 
business the elite s ens are not well represented m agriculture 
civil service or law There is however an impressive nse in. 
politics and professions such as academic medicine engineer 
mg journalism and a steady position mr business The greatest 
decline is m agriculture and civil service It appears that the 
Muslim elite have gamed a position for themselves m professions 
and business as well as politics All the previous data taken 
together demonstrate high urbanization and professionalization 
of the muslim elite Elite fathers were mostly m civil service 
business and agriculture (57%) if the category of retired fathers 
is added, the percentage is increased to 60 Hardly 15 per cent 
account for professions and there is no engineer or journalist 
among the elite fathers The elite sons however account for 
38% of professions Business however seems to be earned on 
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by as many elite sons as their fathers presumably as a hcredi 
tarv occupation 

Caste 

Table IX 



No 

Percentage 

Syed 

114 

38 4 

Sheikh 

69 

23 2 

Malltck 

9 

30 

Pathan 

II 

37 

Momin 

22 

74 

Rayeen 

3 

I 0 

Others 

15 

5 1 

Not mentioned 

54 

18 2 


Total 297 

1000 


More than two thirds of the elite belong to the con 
ventionally designated upper castes among Muslims Syeds 
and Sheikhs alone account for 61 6 per cent of the elite 
members and together with Malik and Pathan they account 
for 68 3 per cent of the total elite Among the backward 
castes prominent are the Moroms and the Rayeens The 
Momms in particular have achieved considerable improvement 
in their social and economic status since independence The 
nse of the Momms has already been discussed earlier m this 
chapter 

Sect 

An overwhelming majority (92%) of the elite are Sunni 
There are 18 Shia t (6 4%) two Qadiam ( 7%) one Bohara 
( 4%) and about 14 or 5% unidentified in respect of sect 
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Age 


Table X 


19 24 

10 

2o 34 

35 

35-44 

87 

55 64 

56 

65 74 

41 

75 above 

68 


Total 297 


Organizational Affiliation 

71 members of the elite or 23 9% do not belong to any 
voluntary organization. However 61 members belong to one 
53 to two 40 to three 25 to four 16 to five 13 to six to 
seven and 6 to eight organizations 

Table XI 


None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

71 61 53 40 25 16 13 4 6 

23 9% 20 5% 17 8% 13% 8 4% 5 4% 3 4 % 4 4% I 3 % 2 0% 


Of those who belong to organisations 61 persons belong 
to political organizations 87 to cultural organisations 55 to 
religious organisations 68 to professional organisations 60 to 
welfare organisations and 12 to trade unions On the whole 
therefore three fourths of the elite are affiliated with one or 
more voluntary organisations which are mostly political or 
professional cultural religious or welfare organisations 

Mass Media 

286 members out of 297 (96 3%) claim to read newspapers 
daily 
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Table XII 

English Newspapers 



A anon a! 


Tunes of India 

98 

^6 4% 

Statesman 

65 

24 3 , 

Indian Express 

17 

6 4% 

Hindustan Times 

10 

3 7% 


Stott 


Indian Nation 

19o 

72 8% 

Searchlight 

98 

37 0% 

Since about 15 per cent of the elite read more than one 

national English daily (the first foar of the above 

mentioned 

dailies) the number 

of English newspipers read exceeds the 

number of readers 

Table XIII 



Urdu Newspapers 


Sangam 

102 

38 9% 

Sadat A am 

94 

35 9% 

Sathi 

17 

6 6% 

Dawat 

7 

2 7% 


There are 136 persons (45 8%) who rtad one of the tlrdu 
newspapers It is strange that Aljamiat is not mentioned 
although one would expect this pap-r to be read by the ulemas 
and social workers 

267 (90%) of the elite claim to read magazines also 84 
persons (35%) read literary magazines 36 (25%) read political 
magazines 28 (II 8%) read religious magazines 17 (7%) read 
■films and sports magazines only 29 (12%) read professional 
magazines It would appear that most of these people read 
light magazines as a pastime m leisure The low percentage 
of members who read professional journals is a sad commentary 
■on the reading habits and professional sophistication of the 
professional elite 

Although 224 or 75 4% of the elite claims to listen to 
the Urdu programme of AIR it is interesting to note that only 
25 of these of 1 1 2% regularly listen to the Urdu programme 
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Books or Authors of Influence 

221 (74 4 ) persons maintain, that they were influenced b\ 
some booh or author in then life — Of these Quran has been 
the source of influence toi 86 persons (37 7%) Minima Azad 
comes next then Mohd Iqbal then Mahatma Gandhi followed 
by Jawahailal Nehru and Ghahb 


Table XIII 


1 

Qman 

86 

j7 7% 

2 

Iqbal 

24 

10 0% 

3 

Azad 

28 

12 0% 

4 

Gandhi 

10 

4 4% 

5 

Nehru 

8 

3 6% 

6 

Ghalib 

8 

3 6% 



Total 164 

71 3% 


Economic Condition 


149 (50%) of toe elite own houses other than their ancestral 
house z e they have got houses constructed by themselves 

159 (53 5%) do not own any farmland The remaining 
138 persons own land m the following brackets 

Area 1 9 10 9 20 29 30 39 40 49 50 and above 

Number 57 42 16 12, 5 6 

It is clear that although there is high migration of the elite 
to urban areas 46 5% of them continue to own some 
agricultural land presumably as absentee landlords It is 
likely that although the elite have their own, residence m urban 
areas either for settlement or employment other members of 
their families brothers and sisters or their children continue to 
live m the village homes This is borne out by the statement on 
subsidiary sources of income 

As regards subsidiary sources of income 212 of the elite 
(17 4%) say that they have not much income, and 39 (13%) 

claim to have apiculture as the source of their subsidiary 
income 


J 
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Culture and Social Change 


The overwhelmingly rural character of Bihar s demogr tph\ 
the semi feudal relations m society and economy the caslt, 
solidarity md inter caste tensions the ibysmal poverty of 
nearly half the population — all these reveal a common culture 
of rural poverty and primary group solidarity of its people 
There are also strong regional fcJmgs based on language and 
the ethnic affiliations of trzbals and non tnbnls The culture 
of Bihar does not have a common focal point as may be the 
case with, some other states of greater linguist c or ethnic 
homogeneity Bihar s culture is highlv pluralistic and 
competitive on the basis ot group identity 

The culture of Muslims is partly anchored m the tenets and 
articles of their faith m the laws and institutions of their 
Ummet and partly in the mores and customs ol the la get 
social environment in which tfuv live I ive time prxycis md 
the call ot the Muezm horn the mtnars of mosques the 
fast ng during Ram/an and the festivals of Eid all ve based 
on religious injunctions Cerlam festivals such as Muharram 
Shabebarat and Baraw afal though associated with the 
religious history, are celebrated in farms tha* arv specific to 
Indian and Bihan situation The huge Muharram processions 
fireworks at Shabebarat Urs at Khanquas and the M kd or 
Majlis have a local flavour of their own Pilgrimage to Mecca 
is an attractive prospect for those who can afford it 

Religious institutions and even the formal language impart 
a distinctive identity to the Muslims The circumseision 
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(Khatna) the naming ceremony (with the slaughter of two 
goats for the boy and one for the girls) the Mahatab or 
initiation into learning of the Poly Quran with a Miiadun 
Nabi the Iftai Daw at or community dinner to break the fast 
m Ramzan all these lend a special character to the cultural 
life of the Muslims The religious education and the Urdu 
language serve to maintain this consciousness of a Muslim 
identity The large number of madrasas Khanquas and the 
Uidu language are the chief factors m this identity The 
institution of purdah though getting weaker is still observed 
Except in major cities Muslim won en in puroah avoid going 
out for shopping And even m cities most Muslim women while 
shopping are seen in burquah (veil) Some change is visible 
but it is confined to a very small number 

Social change is however taking place in several areas of 
Muslim life The rigid cas e structure of earlier times is break- 
ing down specially due to the uplift of the backward castes 
The inter caste marriage never prohibited by Islam was 
nevertheless a taboo and even now not common The 
improvement in the status of the backward Muslims however 
tends to destroy even social distinctions and even though 
marriage is based on caste and biradari the social inter 
course is much more open and free than it was m the past 
The successful upward mobility of Momrns bears lepetition 
and the example is catching on 

I ikewise there is improvement in the life of those areas 
which were considered typically backward Pumea for example, 
is no longer isolated and backward the progr ess of better 
fanners and their induction into pohtics and of their younger 
generation into education and services have brought a major 
change 10 the dispersal of regional progress 

On the other hand the decay of certain upper castes or 
families exclusively dependent on zammdan and without the 
skill or ability to adapt to new circumstances has brought them 
down to a serious decline of status But this decline is due to 
the causes of social change and not to any deliberate political 
discrimination Indeed this is part of the continuous nse and 
fall of social forces in any society The community as a 
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whole however ahirss o the proh tins as t las p o^ci ity of 
the society is a whoK 


Religion 

A Kb mquuh is an Islamic centre oi meditation and 
guidance and plavv an important 'clt m shaping the mind and 
behaviour of its disciples and followers There uc numbers 
of Khanquas in most districts of the State md the traditional 
population is ecnticd around the Kbanqua c These have 
been famous centres ol Muslim religious cultural and social lifi. 
and learning The Khanquas of Mane^hairf Pulwan Shai f 
and Monghyr wield great social mflucnL.c ovei thc-ir followers 
and their very vetu-rablc priests have enjoved pervasive 
influence on the members of the Muslim community The 
Khanquah at Vlancrsharif is the oldest and traces its origins 
to the early period of Islam s> advent into India The 
Khanquah Mujeebia Phulwari Sharif about 14 km west oi 
Patna is in a densely populated Muslim area The Khanquah 
was founded by Hazrnt Jafar Arfin Makhdoom Shah Mohd 
Mujibullah Quadn m 1125 Hij 1 (170a AD) He was 
succeeded by his son Shah Netnwtullah Quadri who had seven 
distinguished sons The eldest son Hazrat Makndoom Shah 
Abul Hasan Fard was a great rehgious divine and also wrote 
poetry in Persian After his death 1215 Hijri (1785 AD) his 
elder son succeeded him but died soon his younger son Hazrat 
Ah Habib Nasar was known as Madabhir Alim and he was also 
a famous poet in Persian One of their dcsccndcnts Hazrat 
Maulana Badruddin was selected for the award of the title of 
Shams ul Ulema m 1915 he returned the award to the British 
government in 1919 in protest against the British policy 
towards Khilafat His name is counted among the foremost 
freedom fighters of Bihar In addition to his rehgious and 
spiritual status and role he exercised great influence on the 
Muslim masses by this act of renouncing a Brit sh title Later 
on when Imarat Shariat was founded m 1921 he was made its 
first Amir His sons and successor at the Pbulwansharif 
Khanquah became the second Amir 
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Imart Shariah 

The Imarat Shariah Bihai and Orusa aims at the organic 
tion and regulation of Muslim personal and social lift 
according to Islamic way of life and 1 $ an institution of great 
significance Its foundation was laid on the principle th it the 
Mushra socni life should be organised under the guidance and 
direction of a Muslim Chief or Amir 

Another aim of Imarat Shariat was to fignt for national 
freedom in cooperation with the Congress and it successfully 
protected itself and the community from the virus of communal 
separatism 

The Imarat also organizes relief and security measures for 
the protection defence and aid of the Muslims 

The Imarat has also sought to raise the morale of the 
Muslim m all times of distress 

The Mosque and the Madrasa 

The Mosque is primarily a place of worship for the 
Muslims it is also a hub of cultural activities especially connec 
ted with rehgous education In Islam there is great emphasise 
on the need to spread education and around a mosque there is 
generally a moulvi to impart religious instruction to children 
Such religious education is aided by Khanquas and madrassas 
Madrasa education is an important aspect of Muslim education 
■of Bihar At present there are 1300 recognised Madrasas 
■where about one lakh students are enrolled The govern 
ment of the State bears most of the expenses of these 
madrasas 

While we are dealing with the Madrasa movement it is 
worth mentioning here that Madrasa Shamsul Hoda Patna 
■originally established by Syed Noorul Hoda in 1912 was the 
first madrasa which was taken over by the government Gra 
dually as the number of madrasas increased the government 
of Bihar created a post of superintendent of Islamic Studies 
m 1922 to supervise the working of madrasa and a Madrasa 
Examination Board was established After 1940 both these 
institutions were combined under the Superintendent ot Islamic 
Studies In 1950 the designation of Super ntendent of Islam c 
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Studies was chunked ind it erne to be know n *>s Director ot 
Mamie Education hiving the same povveis and junctions The 
recall at ibhshment of an independent md autonomous Madrnsa 
Education ftoird m Mirch 1979 is very import mt m the 
history of Madrtsi mov mtnt The administration of til the 
affiliated madras is cornea under its power The registration 
of new midraxi the conduct of madrasa examin'd ions distribu 
tion of degrees md the formul ltion of mid rasa syllibi arc. 
soirc of the functions of the Board 

In order to equihzc the depth of midrasa education, with 
that oi school education the s^habus oi mad rasa is made up to 
date so as to match th it ot schools AH the branches of socnl 
sciences and language md literature as well as theology have 
been included m the new syllabus md the degrees of students 
passing with the new syllabus are recognized as equivalent to 
those of secular scnools and colleges 


Wastama 

— 

Middle 

Foquma 


Matric 

Molvi 

a 

I A 

Abm 

= 

BA 

Fazil 

SB 

MA 


The madrasa graduates are eligible for admission to teachers 
training schools and some seats are reserved for them 

Pay scale of the rnoSvis has been equalized with that of 
school teachers 

An important feature of the madrasa education is that 
students are given free lodging and boarding, and the poor 
and the low middle class Muslim, are the mam bene&cieries of 
this system of education They however form a traditional 
stratum of the Muslim community There are about ten thou 
sand teachers and 1 lakh of students m about 1300 madrasas 

Smuu Waqf Board 

The Sunm Waqf Board was established in 1968 under the 
Bihar Waqf Act 1947 It consists of members nominated 
by the State government Its chairman is also nominated by the 
government 

' The Waqf Board y elds crores of rupees as income which 
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is mismanaged and with better management this income can be 
used for the welfare and uplift of the Muslims 

The voluntary social work done by Karimia Waqf Estate b> 
Mr Shafique of Jamshedpur is exemplary Karim City College, 
Girls s College Training College, the instruction of Urdu 
testify to bis dedication to social work 

language 

Bihar is a multilingual state People in its eastern parts are 
linguistically dose to Bengali and even the Maithili language 
has gieat affinity with Bengali On. the other hand people 
living in Western parts speak Bhojpuri and share it with the 
people of eastern UP In the districts of Patna Malanda and 
Gaya it is the Magahi that is largely spoken The Muslims 
as well as the Hindus speak the language of the region The 
official language of the state administration is Hindi The 
Muslims have taken to Hindi since independence but continue 
to use Urdu as their cultural language There is provision for 
the teaching of Urdu m schools and colleges and the Madrasas 
are of course entirely Urdu medium institutions There has 
even been an increasing tendency of the Government to accord 
to Urdu the status of a second language m selected areas where 
the Muslim population is sizeable 

The language of learning and admimstiation m Bihar before 
the East India Company was Persian and later Persian was 
replaced by English The court language however was Urdu 
m Kaithi script in spite of the use of English as the official 
language The Yunus Ministry in 1937 sanctioned the use of 
Urde script m courts The Congress Ministry that succeeded 
Yunus government m keeping with Mahatma Gandhi s ideals 
and with the efforts of Dr Zakir Husain Dr Rajendra Prasad 
and Dr Abdul Haque reached an accord on the language of 
Hindustani to be written in both the Urdu and Devanagri 
scripts 

The fanatic supporters of both the languages however frus- 
trated the implementation of this agreement After independence' 
and partition English was replaced as the official language of 
Bihar This resulted in great frustration and a srace of cultural 
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dv.i ri\ itu n Urdu thus tucrjeJ a-, th vita! coicern of 
Muslim', m Bi!nr And there vvis a eontminu ana eustai ied 
stiueujk- to hi c Uidu reeognistd is i second i imuugL After « 
prolonged sen. Uc Uidu has h en given th*. st tuv ol t sec nd 
hnsuage Urdu m Bihar js give! a better treatment t Inn it 
receives rabP The facilities foi education md instruction 
m Urdu ire piouded 

Anjuraart Taraqqi-e Urdu 

Anjunvin Taraqqi e Urdu Bihar came into bung m 192 j 24 
through the effort:* ot Zubair Ahmad md Qazi Abdul Wadood 
In 19 sS tl is Amuraan was affiliated With All India Anjuman 
Taraqqi-e Uidu After the parts! on of 1947 Muslims were 
disorganized and depressed and a need was felt to iv.juven'de 
the Muslim society and culture but the Anjuman was not able 
to fulfil this need In 195 1 Urdu Conference was organized 
Bihar Reyasti Anjuman Taraqqi e Uidu was ere ded under the 
inspiration and initiative of Sved Md Avub and it activeh 
worked for the promotion of the Uidu cause The mam per 
sonahties behind the creation of the organization were Jafar 
Imam Akht \r Urenwi Lady Imam Qayyum Ansari Ghulam 
Sarwar and Betab Siddtdquc 

During the Chief Ministership of Abdul Ghaffoor and the 
mounting agitation, there arose differences between two groups 
of the Anjuman The group which enjoyed the political support 
of the government formed a separate Anjuman and was affilia- 
ted to the Central Anjuman Taraqqi e Urdu The original 
Anjuman was managed by people who belonged mainly to the 
opposition The irony of the situations that leaders of Urdu 
cause are divided and it appears necessary that at 'east on such 
issues as Urdu the Muslim leadership should show greater 
cohesion and responsibility However the Anjuman has been 
ridden with factionalism and there are now t vo parallel 
organizations 

In 1975 when the election for presidentship of Bihar 
Rayasti Anjuman Taraqqi e Urdu was to be held there was 
disorder m the meeting because of clash between two factions 
During this period its name was changed and it came to be 
know as Anjuman Taraqqi-e Urdu Bihar and this was later 
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recognized b> the Bihar Government and the AH India 
Anjuman Taraqqi e Urdu 

Urdu Academy 

The establishment of Urdu Academy m 1972 is the result 
of initiative taken by the then gov ernor This was established 
to make all efforts foi the development of Urdu and to encou 
rage the people to learn and speak Urdu The governor of 
the State is the Chairman of the Board and Prof Kahmud 
dm Ahmed its Vice chairman its members include 4 non 
nated by the Education M mstry 2 nominated by the Governo- 
and the Heads of Urdu department m all the universities 

The Academy was established to give financial ass stance 
to various Urdu libraries and organizations to promote 
publication of literary works to give grants to indigent Urdu 
poets authors and journalists and to give awards for good 
literary works 

The original grant was 2 lakhs The present annual grant 
from the government is Rs 12 lakhs Unfortunately the 
academics and the bureaucrats lacked the vision and dedica 
tion to undertake appropriate means for the cause of Urdu or 
for any outstanding work 

Cultural Values of the Muslim Elite The Survey Data 

Religion 

Regarding the question whether the influence of religion is 
increasing or decreasing the perception is equally divided as 
is evident from the followiug table 

Table 

Increasing Holding steady Decreasing Deci easing much 

95(32 8%) 50(17 2%) 105(36 2%) 40(13 8%) 

However on their attitude towards this phenomenon more 
than 90% are concerned one way or another and only 9 6 per 
cent are neutral 

Table 

Approve Disapprove Neutral 

139 (47 8%) 121 (41 6%) 28 (9 6%) 
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Personal Law 

On the question whether theie is need for change m the 
Personal Law of Muslims 56 persons (19 2%) say there is 
while 235 (80 8 %) maintain there is no need for any change m 
Muslim personal law 

On the further question whether laws governing marriage 
divoice etc should be made or changed only when the 
Muslim asl for it or the Parliament may do so on its own 
only 88 reponses were recorded and 209 gave no response But 
of the 88 74 (84%) say that changes in personal law should 
be undertaken only when the Muslims ask for them 
Women 

On the question whether women should be allowed to work 
outside their home 178 (60%) agree that they should be allowed 
to do o 

However 188 (63 7%) maintain that coeducation is not 
good for girls but 99 (34%) disagree with the statement 

In the matter of property rights only 122 (41 6%) support 
equal share in prooerty 

94 (32 4%) believe that polygamy is natural for man while 
181 (62 4%) do not believe so 

165 persons (56 59) against 122 (40 8%) say it is better to 
let a gnl marry of her own '•hoice than to pay a dowry to get 
a good bridegroom 

Apparently while the majority of the elite are conservative 
on co education they are liberal on female employment and 
even on freedom of choice m marriage The majority of the 
elite are also conformists on the right to equal share in 
property but progressive in their view of polygamy 
Social Change 

On the question whether Muslims should be prepared to 
•discard certain things if the Muslim community has to progress 
233 (80 9%) as against 46 (16%) are agreeable to the proposi 
tion The things they bebve should he discarded are supersti- 
tions (9%) casteism (15%) extravagance (36%) orthodoxy 
(18%) irreligious Westernization (18%) Purdah (9%) Thus 
only one real object of change mentioned by at las* one third 
of the respondents is extravagance 
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271 (91%) perceive the H ndus having made gn.ttv.rpo 
gress than the Muslims However 211 or 71% conc^dv, ihat 
the Muslims have also made significant change during the past 
yearn On the kind of change the following perceptions— are 
given 

Political improvement 45 (21%) 

Social uplift 33(15%) 

Economic development 33 (15 Q 

Educational advancement 74 (34 6%) 

Thus progress m political and education fields is peremed 
by more people than in socio economic field 

Family Planning 

On the question as to who should decide the numb r of 
children a couple should have we get the following response 

Couple Husband <?ra/y Cod Nature 

212(7^) 10 (3 450 51(17 5%) 2(7 9- 

Thus while 18 per cent do not favour human intervention 72 / 
do want the couple to make this decision and only 3 4% 
persons would like the husband alone to decide it 

But no matter who decide 153 (52 4) believe family plan- 
ning to be against nature 138 (47 8) 139 (48 3) maintain that 
birth control is undesirable as children are gifts of God 

On some indices the Muslim elite remain traditional They 
are not prepared to accept the need for change in personal 
laws or to change their attitude towards family structure For 
them the laws and institutions governing marriage divorce and 
inheritance are all synonymous with immutable articles of faith 
The proposition that the basic values of Islam —faith in one 
God His Providence roan s accountability for his actions and 
virtue in conduct are eternal while the laws and institutions 
have developed historically thi ough interpretations and may be* 
reviewed in response to new and changing circumstances is. 
still beyond their consideration And the Jack of creative 
religious thought and reform is reinforced by social and econo- 
mic inertia to smother mean ngful change and progress 
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The central theme of this study is the status and. role of a 
religious minority m a plural society This is more specifically 
the study of the Muslim Elite their social formation culture 
and politics m Bihar There are several findings that are of 
great significance for an understanding of the relationship 
between religious identity and national integration The 
question of ethnicity or subnationahsm has been, a major issue 
in the national integration and political development of many 
states in all the worlds —the First the Second and the Third In 
India this question has been a momentous issue and is tied with 
the unfortunate partition, of India There have been several 
studies of the regional and communal subnationahsm in India 
and about communal politics of the Muslim m Bengal and U P 
The Muslim separatism has been traced to the threatened 
minority m U P or the depressed majority m Bengal Squeezed 
between these two giant provinces of undivided India, Bihar s 
unique history of its Muslim minority was ignored A full 
length study of the status and role of the Muslims m Bihar 
is still awaiting the attention of historians However attention 
has been drawn in this work to the distinguished record of 
full and equal paiticipation of the Muslims m the public life 
and the national movement m Bihar This is a record of a 
religious minority committed to secular and national politics 
communal harmony and national freedom The Muslim Elite 
of Bihar played an active and influential role in the formation 
of Bihar in the Freedom and the Khilafat movements 
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and after independence m the nation building activities 

The partition of India on religious grounds Ins nnde us 
unnecessarily guilty about rehg'on unnecessarily bee un>e the 
partition was not a religious but a seculai phenomenon i 
result communal nationalism as there can be separatism on 
account of language and ethmcity also There is ilso no 
ground to believe that religion as such makes for communahsm 
Mahatma Gandhi Rajgopahchan and Radhaknshiun 
MaulanaAzad Maulana Hussain Ahmad Madm and Zakir 
Hussam w ere profoundly religious persons but not communal 
The communists proclaim their secularism from the rooftops* 
but they supported the Muslim League demand for partition 
It is certainly an easy and false solution to the problem of 
communal separatism to denounce and repudiate religion 

The Muslim Elite of Bihar have been quite active m the 
national and secular affairs of the laud of their birth They 
were equal participants in every major event of national impor 
tance they provided top leadership in Western education for 
mation of Bihar Khilafat and non cooperation movements 
and the fight for national freedom The community produced 
eminent Muslims in many walks of life who became pioneers 
of education, law judiciary and social refoiro and political 
movements Since independence the Muslims of Bihar have 
sought and achieved rehabilitation as free citizens of India 
Their political behaviour has been generally ra tune with the 
trends of general public behaviour In all these various phases 
of modem history the Muslims while participating fully m the 
national mainstream have been conscious of themselves as a 
community and concerned with the preservation of their 
religious and cultural identity There have been sometimes 
tensions between their dual loyalties, but there have been 
similar tensions facing other castes and communities The 
important point is that eminent Muslims have shown equal 
attachment to the land of their birth as well as to their 
religion 

To say this is certainly not to support religious fundamenta 
bsm as a mora cultural or political ideology Fundamentalism 
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reflects the absolutism of one doctrine and rejects the ti uth of 
other doctrines fundamentalism extends the moral quality to 
the cultural and political spheres by making one sing] idea or 
principle as the only right oi idcvant basis tor life society and 
polity Fundamentalism as such insists on puntamsm and 
exclusiveness it therefore breeds intolerance and denies 
legitimacy and validity to alternative principles of life Funda 
mentalism is the negation of pluralism diversity and dissent 
There is undoubtedly a need for unity or integration in the 
life of an individual society and polity But this unity must 
be based on the common comm tment to coexistence within 
the framework of a democratic society of equal opportunities 
and a liberal constitution of equal dignity for all irrespective 
of race and religion language and culture In this sphere 
Mohandas Gandhi showed the right way 

In a pluiahst society all segments deserve and are entitled 
to understanding and respect It is strange how we swear by 
pluralism and yet frown at the mere mention of a religious 
group especially the Muslim By sheer number the Muslims 
are a force for good or evil It must be piu on record how- 
ever that Muslims are judged by stereotypes that are false and 
misleading There are Muslims and Muslims as there are 
Hindus and Hindus they are all different in. different places 
and cultures and there are different types of individuals m 
each society and culture Stereotypes are however persistent 
and durable and serve as a standard of judgement It is 
important therefore that we should have a look at the reality — 
also with understanding to enhance understanding 

It is therefore with a view to hold a mirror to the mrnd and 
life of the Muslim community m Bihar that this study has 
been prepared A community has its diversities but to look at 
its elite is to look into its face and the face is the index of 
mind Hence this brief and selective presentation of the Muslim 
elite of Bihar its socnl formation culture and politics 

This elite is by no means uniform homogenous or cohesive 
it is indeed divided into castes, occupations and convictions 
The members of the elite do not interact as such— they are 
known to each other as members of smaller strata of political 
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Jeadeis civil servants and professionals They art elite oniv 
as successful ind influential members of the \biMin faith 
Most of them mention Koran as the i tost influential booh in 
iheir life — whether by conviction or by convention it is hard 
to say What is the pictuie of the elite that emtraes fiom this 
study ? The} aie abo/e nil individuals who have made good— 
they attained a high level of position, m thur carter trade or 
profession These individuals are highly educated at any ratt 
in a formal sense and thtir education is mostly of th secular 
rather than religious vanetv Thevaienotali verv rich but 
reasonably well off 

The elite has been undergoing a social change in the struc 
tural sense The earlier generation of the elite or ih* content 
porary elite s ancestors were largely associated with agriculture 
civil service legal profession and business The contemporary 
elite come more from professions and politics as well as bust 
ness than from agriculture and civil service and m the pro 
fessions there is a sharp decltne in law but rise m medicine 
academic and engineering There is also great shift from the 
rural to urban residence of the elite Most of these elite live 
in towns especially m Patna although some sort of association 
with ancestral homes ra villages is still maintained for the sake 
of land and relatives Another noteworthy change is notice 
able in the successful efforts of the backward caste Muslims to 
reorganize themselves and improve their educational and eco 
nofflic status The social change among the Mom ins for 
instance is very impressive and they carved out their strong 
place m politics also by unitedly and consistently participating 
in the nationalist struggle for freedom from colonial rule and 
also against the partition of the country on the communal 
grounds 

There s less evidence of cultural change on such a scab 
There is still commitment to religious beliefs and practices and 
widespread concern for non interference with the personal law 
regarding marriage and divorce and inheritance eighty per 
cent of the elite believe that there is no need for change m the 
personal law of the Muslims There is also a feeling for Urdu 
language and even for the m nontv character of Aligarh Muslim 
University There is however greater appreciation of the value 
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of education and of employment for guls and les^ commitment 
to rigid purdah This is the most significant breaUbioagh md 
probably the kev to more cultmal ch mge in the communiti 
There is awareness that the Muslims have to disca d super 
stitious beliefs and extravagance indeed the negative attitude 
to extravagance is another quite significant cultuial norm and 
like female education another key to further cultuial change 

The political values of the elite are basically libeiai consti 
tutional and democratic They stand for the democratic 
principles such as the majority rule the mdep ndtnce of 
judiciary and the minority rights They do not favour consti 
tutional amendments subversive of these principles and attach 
great importance to the independence of judiciary as a safe 
guard of fundamental rights and procedures The elite do 
not have high regard foi the political leadership m general and 
the Muslim leadership in particular and believe that most 
political leaders work for self interest— and then for their 
faction or party and seldom for their constituency or their 
community Indeed most elite declare that m the hour of 
need they seek the help of th ir relatives rather than that of 
political leaders Indeed the public repie^entatives are neither 
organized nor responsible enough to discharge their obligation 
to their constituency or community However people do go to 
seek the personal favour from the elite — to a doctor teacher 
engineer civil servant as well as the politician to solve their 
individual problems Personal favours rather than organized 
efforts or official channels are the usual mode for the redress 
of grievances or solution of problems 

The most disturbing finding from the standpoint of secular 
democracy is the opinion of 43 5 per cent of the elite that a 
minority must have a party of its own m order to protect its 
interests This felt need for a separate communal party of 
course reflects the widespread feeling that none of the political 
parties is a true friend of the Muslims There are under 
standable grounds however mistaken they may be for such a 
notion, at the grassroots of our political process especially 
manifest in State politics In Bihar particularly due to the 
blatant caste consc ousn' > s and d scr m natory practic s 
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acknowledged to be part of thur own experience by the majo 
ritv of our elite there is general scepticism about the nature 
of political parties and their role as custodian or spokesman of 
public interest We should also lemember that the tune of 
interview was the period of emeigency when the Muslims like 
other sections of the society were concerned over certain newly 
emerging aspects of the Indian polity and the party system 
there was general uneas ness with the Emergency on the one 
hand, and on the othei grave misgivings about the combined 
opposition of which the Jan Sangh was emeigmg as the back 
bone However making allowance for all these factors it 
is nevertheless a matter of concern, that a Sep irate political 
party should be considered necessary for the p~otection of 
minority rights 

It is a challenge to the secular political parties to inspire 
confidence and generate conditions for affiliation and loyalty 
to them on the part of the minorities The danger appears 
to be more nominal however if we remember that the separa 
tist Muslim League has had no luck in Bihar and there is 
hardly any active counterpart to the Majlis e Mushawrat of 
Uttar Pradesh There is another sense in which this danger 
is mitigated When the elite agree that there is need for a 
separate party of the Muslims it would be not only charitable 
but even realistic to interpret their opinion as a desire to 
see a Muslim lobby to serve as a pressure group foi the 
common interests of the community It is obviously unmtelh 
gent to suppose that a separate communal party could even 
attain power and given this dim possibility for communal 
parties the only hope could be pinned on a sepaiate pressure 
group to work and fight for the community interests The 
moral of this is that political parties must vigorously pursue 
secular programmes of public welfare or yield to such sectional 
and communal lobbies and factions and the Muslim Elite and 
intellectuals must recognise the futility of separate communal 
parties for themselves as well as its potential danger for the 
nation 
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Biographies of Eminent Muslims 

Included here are brief biographies of the eminent nuislims 
who have made significant contribution or shown some new 
path towards the reform or rejuvenation of the Muslim com 
munity and the national progress The biographies are 
selective and just enough to tell the story of Muslims of 
Bihai through the n any phases of their crises and progress 
during the last century There have been of course man} other 
outstanding figures and our list prepared for the purpose of 
the survey contains many contemporaries who are not included 
here These biographies are of those individuals who m the 
judgement of the author reveal the progress of the Muslim 
community from the Sadi qpur brothers to the contemporary 
public men of emirence There is a need for a complete and 
comprehensive inventory of all the prominent mushms but this 
is not the objective of this chapter and the omission of any 
other deserving individual is not deliberate or motivated 

Khuda Bakhsh (1842-1908) 

Khuda Bakhsh son of Mohammad Bakhsh was born ai 
Chapra Sarin on Aug 2 1842 

His father was a distinguished pieader and a bibhophic 
Khuda Bakhsh studied first m Bihar and later moved over to 
Calcutta (where he lived with Nawab Amtr Ah Khan father 
of Mr Ahsanuddm one of the three Bihan Mushms first to go- 
to England for higher education) and passed Entrance Exami 
nation from Calcutta University He served as a Peshkar to 
District Judge and a sub inspector of Schools In 1868 he 
passed his p’eadership examination and started practice m 
Patna. He was the first vice-chairman of Patna Municipality 
and of Patna Distnct Board He was appointed Chief Justice 
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of Hyderabad High Court in l89o and hjd the po t t tl 189c 
He died on Aug 8 1908 He was uwaidcd th*. title of khan 
Bahadui in 1881 

khuda Bakhsh is famous as the founder oi the Oriental 
Public Library in Patna It has one ot the 1 irgLSt collection, 
of manuscripts and printed books on Islamic culture and was 
declared an institution of mtional importance bv the Act of 
Parliament m 1969 He propagated modern education among 
Muslims 

Syed Noortil Huda (18^ 1939) 

Syed Nurul Huda was born m January 1855 He was the 
eldest son of Syed Shamsul Huda an eminent zamindar of 
Patna City who was also distinguished for having taken a 
leading part m the propagation of English education in this 
part of the countrv 

Syed Nurul Huda received his early education at home on 
traditional lines in Arabic and Persian He then joined the 
only Government High English School then existing in Patna 
and after passing his Entrance Examination went to Calcutta 
for University studies However he was called back to Patna, 
before completing his studies He proceeded to England for 
higher education m 1876 He graduated from Cambridge 
University obtaining the degrees of B A and LLB He was 
called to the Bar in 1880 and returned to India the same year 
He practised for some time at Calcutta High Court but soon 
joined the judicial service He retired m 1910 after serving 
as District and Sessions Judge m several districts of Bengal 
He earned a high reputation not only for his integrity and 
judicial probity but also for his public interest and especially 
for his interest n the advancement of education He was 
awarded the title of C I E by the Government after his 
retirement 

Syed Nurul Huda was a deeply religious man keenly inter 
ested m Arabic and Islamic studies He had always felt the 
need of developing and re organising the Arabic and Islamic 
education on modern lines so as to produce a body of enlight 
■ened U ema who would g «e prope guidance to the Muslims 
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While still in service he had alreadv made n pirn for e-,t tblish 
mg such an education i! centre m Pa tn i with his om efforts 
and out of his own resources and had alre dy taken some 
steps in this connection fn tact he had taken n ea ly tetire 
merii at his ou n request to the Government m i illy with the 
object ot dedicating the rest of his hte and alt his res,OLre s 
to the educational and religious work His great achieve- 
ment v as the foundation of the Shamtu 1 Huda Mndnsa and he 
made a W aqf of properties hiving nil annual ipeome ot about 
15 000 through l registered deed executed in 1912 Alter 
running the Madrasa puvately for eight years he submitted 
before the Government of Bihar his scheme fot the develop 
ment of Arabic and Islamic Education after consulting Sir 
Fakhruddm the then Minister of Education The Govern 
ment ot Bihar approved the scheme and took over the charge 
of the Madrasa along with all its properties and appertenanecs 
in 1920 and decided to organise a new system of Arabic and 
Islamic Madrasas with the Government a^d The Madrasa 
Examination Board was constituted by the Government with 
Syed Nurul Huda as its President and Professor Dr Azimuddm 
A hr ed as its Secretary 

Syed Nurul Huda also donated a sum of Rs 50 000/ and 
large plots of land in Patna for the establishment of a college 
for the Unam System of Medicine on modern lines Accoid- 
mgly the government Tibbia School wa> founded which has 
since developed into Government Tibbia College Patna He 
died in June 1939 

Justice Syed Sharfuddia (1856 1921) 

Syed Sharfuddin son of Syed Farzand Alt of Neora, Patna 
was boin on 1 9 1856 His sister was married to Nawab 
Imdad Imam the father of Sir Ah Imam and Hasan Imam 
Having been called to the Bar from Middle Temple in 1880- 
Syed SharfUddin first started practice at Chapra and later at 
Patna He was a member of the Governor s Legislative Council 
in 1902 from Landholder s constituency 

On 2*1 1 907 he took his seat as an Additional Judge of the 
Calcutta High Court He was the first Bihan to be appointed 
a Hgh Court Judge initially as an Additional Judge of the 
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Calcutta High Court m 1907 and the next vt.ar ns n pcrmantrit 
Judge of same High Couit wn fe h’ rumiiOvd til! the creation 
of the Patna High Court in Much 1956 F* om 5 3 1956 to 
I 9 1919 he was the «emormost judge of the Patna High 
Court He became presiden ot AU India Muslim Education 
Conference m 1906 In September 1919 he retired iiomthe 
Patna High Court and in Deccmbei 1919 he was nppo nted a 
member of the Executivt Council of the Lieutenant Gosemor of 
Bihar and Orissa But after one year he resigned on recount 
of illness and died in Ftoruary 1921 He took p omm at 
part m separation of Bihar and m propagating the necessity of 
modern education m Bihar 

Sir Ah Imam (1869-1932) 

Sir Ah Imam was born in Patna district in 1869 the elder 
son of Shamsul Uima Nawab Syed Imdad Imam He mat n 
culated m 1887 and joined Patna College but after studying 
only for a few months he left for England m June 1887 and 
was called to the bar in June 1890 On his return Ah Imam 
enrolled m November 1890 as an advocate of the Calcutta High 
Court and began his practice at the Patna Bar He soon made 
himself an outstanding personality m his profession 

Ah Imam s public career began when he presided over the 
first session of Bihar Provincial Conference held at Patna early 
m 1908 towards the end of the same year he presided over a 
famous session of the Muslim League held in Amritsar His 
presidential address at that time attracted considerable atten 
tion The Quarterly Review— the most famous periodical paid 
following handsome compliments He had the courage to 
show the way to his community and to urge it ter abandon the 
narrow sectarian view of their responsibility m India * He was 
appointed a member of Governor General s Executive Council 
m 1910 He played, very important role as a member of 
Governor General s Executive Council m the separation 
of Bihar from Bengal He became Minister in Hyderabad 
State He did not participate m non cooperation movement 
like other moderates Later he prominently associated 
himself as a signatory to the scheme of Indian Reforms 
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propounded m Nehru Report in. 192H and \us rightly regarded 
as one ot the great nation lhst lenders His president! il 
address at the Nation ihst Vlushm Conference held m Lueknow 
m 19 j 1 marked an epoch m the growth and development of 
Muslim nationalism m the count! y which in due course became 
a factor to be reckoned with m Indian political uTdirs In his 
presidential address he said Much is said by Muslim communa 
list about the share of the Indian Muslims I don t beht,\e share 
can. be fixed by state His share wiil be in pi ©portion to the 
contribution he makes towards the obtaining and maintaining of 
Indian freedom In a letter dated 13 7 1930 to Dr M A 
Ansan Syed Ah Imam wrote To oil it is perfectly clear that 
the salvation of Indian Muslims is m pure Indian Nationalism 
free from any the least tinge of communalism 1 
Hasan Imam (1871-1933) 

Hasan Imam the second son of Imadad Imam and the 
younger brother of Sir Ah Imam was born at Neora distnet 
Patna on 31st August 1871 He left for England m Tuly 188° and 
joined the Middle Temple He was secretary of the Anjuman 
Islarma a society of Indian students formed by Mazharul 
Hague In October 1909 he was elected to Bihar Congress 
Committee and in the next month he presided over the session 
of Bihar students conference Hasan Imam was a judge of 
Calcutta High Court from 1912 to 1916 On the establish- 
ment of Patna High Court there was a proposal for his transfer 
but the Lieutenant Governor of Bihar and Orissa opposed it, 
and he resigned from the judgeship of the Calcutta High Court 
and started practice in Patna 

He resumed political activities on a larger scale after resign 
mg from judgeship in 1916 He participated m Home Rule 
Movement and in his presidential address at Bihar Provincial 
Conference ra 1917 he strongly urged the release of Mrs 
Annie Basant He presided over the special session of the 
Indian National Congress held m Bombay m 1918 to consider 
Montague-phelmsford Reforms 

Hasan Imam was a staunch constitutionalist and a social 


1 Mushtral Hasan (ed) Muslim and the Congress Manohar 
1979, p 127 
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reformist Pi ending o\er i student conference in 1909 he dec! ue< 
m mi maugunl speech thit v ith the deptessed clashes it 
a state of servitude and worrun m a stue of nopjess neglec* 
and unreasonable subjection jour wheel of prom ss vmH run 
more backward Hasm was against purdha sj^tem 

He joined the civil disobedience movement in 1930 and wa 
elected secreta y of the Swadeshi League formed m Patna 
He actively compaigned for the boycott of foreign goods and 
for the use of Khadi 

Hasan Imam was the president of the Board of Trustee of 
theBihaii the leading English daily of Bihar and one of the 
founder members of the Search Light a daily news paper 
published from Patna he died on Apul 19 19^3 

MazWuI Haque (1866-1930) 

Mazharul Haque was born at Bahpur m Patna on 22 Decen 
ber 1866 Haque passed his matriculation examination fi om 
Patna Collegiate School m 1886 and studied for a short time m 
Patna College and Canning College Lucknow In May 18S7 
he proceeded to England where he came m contact with 
Gandhi Ah Imam and Sachidanand Smln He founded 
Anjumau Islamia a popular society of Indian students m 
England He was called to the bar in 1891 and returned home 
the same year Pie was appointed a munsif in Awadh but 
resigned the post m 1896 and started practice at Chapia 

Haque was one of the organizers of Bihar Conference 
which sought among other things to promote the mteiest of 
Bibaris Pie advocated the formation of Bihar as a separate 
province with legislative and Executive Councils and a High 
Court and a university of its own 

He participated m the activities leading to the formation of 
Muslim League and served it m different capacities He also 
presided over its Bombay session m 1918 In all these capa 
cities he served the infant League along healthy nationalist lines 
He vehementhy opposed the scheme of separate electorate 

When Home Rule League started in Bihai Haque Was very 
much impressed by it and he was made the president of its 
prov ncial branch 
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The period oi khihfn uid n >n eoopirttioi movement 
{]9 10 2"?) constitute the most act vc period m the hie oi 
Mi/huut Haqtu. In pi rsuirtce >f the pio,_t on me oi bojeot 
ting gov ernment education institutions and vubstituiMfe then 
by natioin* schools itvi cohere he v as ictivUv issoctaled 
with the foundation of Bihir NUitml C oik fee m i92S the 
Bilnr Vidyapith wis iko established to eooi dilute the activities 
ol new nat onal institutions m the pros nice and he was elected 
its Vice Chinee lor At the same time he established Sidaqut 
Ashram it Digha whrh is a wmbol of Hindu Muslim unity 
Meetings ol rChiiafat movement were held tt the residence 
ofHaque At his imitation Ah brothers visited Bih i and 
addressed several mcctmes 

Soon after the Calcutta session of Congress Sep 4 to 0 
Haque and seven others withdraw their candidature irom 
Council election in accordance with a resolution of the 
Congress In a letter 1 2 * to the Seat eh Ligl t dated 19 9 1920 
he said as a Musalman 1 can never coopeiate with the govun 
m<-nt whose hands are stamed with the blood of my countrymen 
of Punjab As long as the grievances remiin unremedted 
cooperation is simply out of question So according to the 
resolution of Congress I withdraw my candidature horr the 
election 

He threw hnhself with heart and soul m the movement and 
there was a sudden change m his mode of living baehida 
nand Smha referring to this says Until he became non coope 
ratiomst he was one of the best dressed Indians But once he 
accepted Mahatma s leadership he suddenly became a changed 
man He locked up his fastidiously well tailored suits meta- 
morphosed himself gave up the use of motor car abjured 
meat and drink and transformed hunself into a veritable 
recluse 4 

During the last few years of his life hd retired from 
politics— -perhaps disillusioned and sad The resurgence of com 
munal trouble which he fought boldly and constantly frustrated 


1 Search Light —* ‘Patna dated 19-9 1920 

2 Saflhid&nand Smhft* Sir me Eminent Bihart Contemporaries 
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him most He settled in Fandpur Saran, and died at his home 
Ashiana on 2 January 1930 

Shah Badruddm (1852) 

Shah Badruddm was born on April IS 1852 m Phulw in 
Sharif— a place famous for religious and cultural activity for 
600 j ears Shah Badruddm got his education from his father 
and his father m law /bul Hasan Fad, who was Sajjada 
Nashm of khanqah Mujibia Shah Badruddm succeeded him 
as Sajjada Nashm and \v is also elected the Amir ot Imarat 
Shariah m 1921 

The Government honoured him with the title of Shamsul 
Ulema m Jan ’915 He however took a leading role m Non 
cooperation and Khilafat movements and was the hi st person 
to renounce the titb of Shamsul Ulema at the call of Mahatma 
Gandhi It is said that he got khadi cloth specially made and 
to he used lor his funeial 

Shall Pandi (1 879) 

Sbafi Daudi was born m 1879 He matriculated from 
Chapra High School After doing BA B L from Calcutta 
University he joined practice m Calcutta High Court and 1 tter 
at Patna High Court But during Non cooperation Movement 
in 1 920 he suspended his practice He was sentenced to one 
year imprisonment on refusing to furnish security He was 
very active during Non cooperation and Khilafat movements He 
was secretary of Bihar Khilafat Committee and a member of the 
Organization Committee founded to advise Provincial Congress 
Committee 

Bihar Provincial Congress met at Arrah in early Oct 1921 
under the presidentship of Sbafi Daudi when a resolution 
was passed to boycott the visit of Prince of Wales 

He was elected vice president of Provincial Congress Com 
mittee in 1921 He was leader of Bihar Swaraj Party 
founded by Motilal Nehru and C R Das He fought the 
election of Muzaffarpur District Board but was defeated on 
account of the divisions of Congressmen When the amend 
merits pi oposed by Jamiatul Ulema and Khilafat Committee 
to Nehru Report were rejected he formed an All India Muslim 
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Confeancx under the presidentship o r thu Agha. Khan and 
b camv, its gxicnt stcxiarv H*. ftvoured scpnrttc electonte 
and ♦ought for Jt During the 1 93 7 elections hi, formed the 
/*hnr Part} whit! how v vtr wt-> badly defeated and he retired 
from polities 

Pir Mohammed Munis 

Pir Mohammad Mums was a teacher or Bettia Guru 
Training School tnd was dismissed from the school for his 
patuotic activities He was m dost touch with Mahatma 
Gandhi and first met him in 3916 m Lucknow session of the 
Congress and his talks with G tndhyi Ld to the latter s visit to 
Champaran and the launching of Kisan Movement Ht worked 
as a press corrcsp m lent foi tilt, Pratap of Lucknow and wrote 
bold columns on Champaran incidents relating to the English 
planters cruel tic tment ol themtive farmers 

Pir Mohammed was the pioneer of Hindi journalism and 
was the first president ot Hindi Sahitya Sammekn Bihar 

Sir Mohammad Fakhr Uddm (1868»193t) 

Sir Mohammad Takhr Uddm was born at Doonvs village 
tn Patna district in 1868 He was a bnlhant student did his 
matriculation from Patna Collegiate School at the age of 17 
years and then BA B L f om Patna College in 1893 

Sir Fakhr Uddm joined Patna Bar m April 3893 and 
soon earned good reputation He was a government 
advocate till his appointment ns Minister m 1921 He was 
elected a member of the Legislative Council Bengal in January 
1910 also member of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council 
in 1913 He became a member of reformed Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council m 1921 from 'Patna Constituency and 
represented the same constituency thrice He became Minister 
for Education Bihar and Orissa in 1921 and remained on the 
post till J933 He also held the portfolios of Agriculture 
Cooperative and Industries but laid down office due toil! 
health 

Sir Fakhr Uddm also held many organizational posts He 
was secretary, Bihar Provincial Muslim League and a member 
of Muslim League Committee on Reforms (8 th session AIML 
Bombay Dec 19 15- Jan 1916) 
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Ht, was also a member ot Senate and Syndicate of Pn t <* 
Umversitv since its inception He died in August 19V? 

Khaja Md Noor (1S7 4 ?) 

Khaja Mohammed \oor was born m 1^75 m Ha/iri Bagh 
After giaduatim, in 1901 ansi obtain his law degree m 1904 
he started practice in Gas a and was elected a member ot Bih ir 
Legislative Council in 1913 and remained one till 1922 Jj„ 
was elected chairman of Biha Legislative Council and he 
became a judge of Patna Hiji Couit in 1931 He was Vice- 
Chancellor of Patn t University irom 1934 to 19o7 

Sir Sultan Ahmad (1880 1963) 

Sultan Ahmad the second son of Syed Kherat Ahmed was 
bora m Almagar Patna on December 24 1880 His fither and 
elder brother were leading practitioners at Gaja Sultan Ahmad 
passed High School from GayaZila School m 1897 and studied 
for over two years in Patna College He proceeded to England 
in 1902 joined the Greys Inn and was called to the Bar m 
1905 Later he practised in Calcutta High Court 

The public activity of Sir Sultan covers a wide field legal 
educational constitutional and political He was a judge ot the 
Patna High Court during 1919 1920 and the first Indian Vice 
Chancellor of Patna University He participated m Round Table 
Conference m (1930 31) He was appointed a member of 
Viceroys Executive Council in 1937 In 1938 he was nomuiat 
ed to temporary vacancy in the Permanent Court of Interna 
tional Justice at Hague He resigned the post in 1945 
and was appointed the advisor of Chamber of Princes m 1947 

Sir Sultan returned to India in 1948 to resume his practice 
He died on 27th Feb 1963 

He was knighted m 1927 received the title of K C S in 
1945 Patna University conferred on him honorary degree of 
Doctor of Law m 1931 

Sir Saiyed Fazl Ah, (1886-1959) 

Sir Fazl Ah son of Nazir Ah was born on September 19 
1886 He got his education m London Mission School Benaras 
Queen s Col egc Benaras Muir Central College Allahabad He 
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did Its*- B % miJ)?and Hi at 1 tw tun Middle Ternpk- 
1 on don 

H v started hit. p uitCv at t!u>ra djstrrt court m 1012 
joined Pitt Ibcht ouji m April 19.N Heal o iticd as Chief 
JiWiLL m Miv 1 t?> 19 A He A rf-. deputed b\ the Cjovunittcnt 
of B h u to sark c 1 1 inJi sirnl dispute j x Limshtdpu! He 
w s Chief iustieu of PiSna H»^h C writ f^om Jan }943 to 1947 
and was Chairman Rjvtffodan Navy Mutim Enquiry Com 
mission tn Ap d 1946 

He was ifso tuuse of f t? Jt r d court of India 1947 50 and 
later of Supreme Court 1950 52 He v, Chairman States 
Reoiganiontion Com mwon 1951 5o He went to Nets York 
liN General Assembly in SvpNmbu 1 >47 and was elected 
Chairman Fifth Connwrtu: of Oatenl Assembly during the 
session 

Sir f'ul Ah was i distinguished fisml his dissenting iudge 

meat in Gopalan s Cist on preventive de ention and personal 
liberty is now a classic He was awarded Padma Vibfrushan in 
19^6 

Shah Mohammad Zubaar (1886 1930) 

Shah Mohd Zubasr s/o Shah Ashtaquc Hussain arammdar, 
was born in 1886 in Arwal Village, Gaya After studying at 
home and mTK: Ghosv Academy Pitna he proceeded to 
London in 1909 for higher education and returned m 1912 
He settled m Monghyr where he became important >n law an d 
politics He took le tdsng part m Khdafat and Non coopera 
tion movements He was imprisoned for two years 

Shah Zubair was one of the members of Organzmg Commit 
tee for Bihar and Orissa Provincial Congress Committee He 
was also eket d Chairman of Monehyf Distrtct Board 

He was elected to Council of States from the only Muslim 
seat from Bihar and On^a m 1926 He was a President of 
Puruha session of Bihar and Orissa Political Conference m 
1928 and resigned from the membership of Council of States 
on. the eve of salt saiyagrah in 1930 He died on 14th Sepiem 
her 1930 at Monghyr 

Abdul Aziz (1885-1948) 

Born in 1885 Patna Abdul Aziz studied in Patna College 



and was called to Bai m 5911 b} the Middle Temple He got 
enrolled m Calcutta High Court in 191 > later in Patna High 
Court in 1916 He founded Anjuman Ishimia Urdu 1 ibmrv 
and Patna Club He was returned to Provincial l egisUtiwe ip 
1926 from Patm Division and vvis Minister of rducihon 
Government of Bihar during 1934 37 He was opposed to 
Nehru Report Tn order to fight the election of 19*7 hv. 
formed the Muslim United Party He was elected from Patrt 
constituency He was very popular on account of his polite 
manners and generosity 

Aftei the formation of the Congress Ministry m 1937 he 
organized the Muslim League but m 2939 became a mmistei 
of Hyderabad State In 1946 he returned to Bihar, woiked for 
communal harmony He died m 1948 
Moulana Abul Mohsm Mohd Sajjad (1881 1940) 

Moulana Abul Mohsm Mohd Syjad was born in 1881 
near Biharshanf He got his primary education in a Madrasa 
and later studied at Deoband and Allahabad 

After the completion of his education MouHna taught in 
Madrasa Islamia Bihar He also established Madrasa Anwarul 
Uloom m Gaya in 19G6 When Jamsatul Ulema was founded 
in 1920 he became an active member of it From the platform 
of Jamiatul Ulema Khilafat Committee and Imarat Sharn 
he whole heaTtedly supported the national movement md the 
Congress for independence of the country 

In 1936 he founded Bihar Muslim Independent Party and 
m the election his party succeeded in getting 28 seats out of 
40 reserved seats for the Muslims When the Cong less refused 
to form ministry his party was invited and a ministry was 
formed under the premiership of Mohd Yunus He rem lined 
a member of Jamiatul Ulema s Working Committee for life 
and m 1940 he was elected its Secretary He laid the four) da 
tion of Imarat Sham m Patna oh the adviGe of M&ulana Abul 
Kalam Azad He became the first Naib Amur of Imarat— he 
held the post till his death He died in 1940 

Moulana Mohd Sayjad is considered to be the first Muslim 
who without having English education placed himself on a high 
lank in Indian politics 



M- Yunus (1884 1982) 

His car y e local k>n was n Patna Cohcg,aK Seh<jol He 
went to EnJmd m the <.e«r i^o, anti was enrolled as a member 
of the Society of Middle Temple on 6th May 1903 During his 
stay in 1 nghnd he took up journalism and wrote articles He 
also visited both north and s mh America He was called to 
the Bar on 26 h J snuarv 1906 b\ the Hon bit Society of 
Middle Temple and was enrolled is a Batnrter ot the Hon ble 
High Court of Judicature m London on 27th January 1906 

After his return to India he was enrolled at the High Comt 
of Tud leant re u Fort WiPnm m Bengal m April 1906 and 
after a short sta) in Calcutta he returned to Patna and started 
practice in the District Court at Patna Later he worked as 
a senior m import int criminal sessions ana divorce cases m 
Patna High Court in 1935 He appeared in the Dumraon 
Raj case in the Privy Council He practised from 1904 to 
1944 

Due to his proficiency in law and mastery over facts and 
a subtle cross examination he became famous not only in 
Bihar but also in Bengal and UP He started h s early public 
and political life as soon as he joined the Bar He attended 
the Indian National Congress m Calcutta m 1906 In 1908 
he attended the AH India Session of the Indian National Con 
gress at Lahore Later he was also one of the Secretaries of 
Muslim League He submitted his suggestions and was 
interviewed by Lord Mmto at Calcutta and some of his sug 
gestions find place in the Morley Mmto Scheme 

He served as one of the C ty Fathers three tunes m the 
Patna City Municipality and introduced many improvements 
and reforms In 1916 he contested a bye election for the 
Imperial Legislative Council m the seat vacated by late Mr 
Mazharul Haque and was elected He was further elected as 
a member of the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Council in 1921 
and remained us member with a short break till 1945 His 
excellent Legislative and Parliamentary work is reflected in 
questions and speeches m the Legislature He founded the 
Patna Times in, 1924 a weekly paper which later became as 
daily He was Managing Director and Director of the Bihar 
Provincial Cooperative Bank and Director of the Bank of Bihar 
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He founded the Onent Bank of Indi t Ltd Ht. pe formed H \j 
jn 1933 During his pilgrimage to Me eta, he w u s gu^s* of 
King I bn Suud 

In 19^6 he formed the B hai Muslim T ndependcnt Party 
and formed the first Govt of the Provraa. be m, the first Pri Tic 
VI mstcr of Bifur m 1937 He was. president of all India Mel 
Milap Association md O T Railwaymans Union and Vic., 
President of Bihar flying club During his premiership Urdu 
become official language His M mstry was formed of Mi 
Abui Wdhub Khan Revenue Mmistei Mr Kumar Ajit Prasad 
Singh Deo Minister of L S G and Babu Guru Dayal La! 
Minister River Development 
Kazi Ahmed Hussam (1889 1961) 

Kazi Ahmed Hussain son of Kazi Syed Lateef was bom. 
m Kombar village district Gaya in 1889 He was a scholar 
of Islamic Studies He participated in Home Rule Movement 
during the first world war 1916 He was arrested in Ga\a 
m 1921 when he was participating m Non cooperation 
Movement 

He was a member of Bihar Legislative Council from 1923 
to 1928 and represented Gaya Muslim constituency He 
remained a member of AICC from 1926 to 1930 He attended 
all India Muslim Nationalists Conference, Lucknow m April 
1913 and became president of Bihar State Nationalist Muslim 
Parliamentary Board in 1945 He was also secretary Imarat 
Shana Bihar and Orissa He was also a member of Rajya Sabha 
fiom Bihar during 1952 58 and was re elected in April 1958 

He was also a good social worker He worked hard during 
the earthquake of 1934 and was a member of Bihar Central 
Relief Committee formed by Dr Rajendra Prasad He also 
worked with Gandhiji to rehabilitate the uprooted Muslims m 
1945 He was keenly interested in the movement launched by 
Maulana Mohammed Ilays to raise the religious and moral 
standard of the Muslims He died on 29 July 1961 

Dr Syed Mahmud (1889 1971) 

Syed Mahmud son of Mohammed Umar was born m 
1889 at Saidpur Bhitn Gazipur district in U P He was 
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syeu Mahmud jv aiscd Hw n Pi nt fro i 1913 to 1921 tad 
entered pointer ik teas « nctnb of \FC from 1915 He 
joined Home Rule f vague a 1917 h‘ef m 1919 gave up pric 
ti e tnd joined Khiialat and Nvr Loopt-r ition movers utts IK 
was secret irv of C ntral khifaftt Comnmce 

In 1921 he became gtm,rd sccMity ff AlCC Again in 
1926 he was made the secret trv of MC L md renamed on th 
post till 1916 Ik was a strong supporter o r Nehiu Report 

After th- election of 1937 under Government of India Act 
5935 he was given important portfolios i e Education Indus 
tries Commerce etc He was m jail with members of Congress 
Working Committee in 1942 Again Dr Mahmud was 
appointed Minister of Development and Transport in 1946 in 
Bihar He worked hard in restoring confidence among the 
Muslims of Bihar who were highly demoralized due to riot of 
1946 When Gandhiji came to restor communal harmony he 
stayed with Dr Mahmood He succeeded m his attempt to 
bring Muslim League leaders like Jafar Imam Marhe f 
Imam, Moulvi Shaft and others to Congress party in order to 
bring peace and confidence among Muslims He founded 
Muslim Musliawarat when communal riots broke out all over 
the country m 60s He worked hard in spite of his old age 
and he succeeded m restoring normalcy Elected to Lok Sabh* 
m first and second general elections m 1952 and 1957 he was 
a Minister of State m the ministry of external affairs durin 
1952 57 

Abdu* Ban (1894 1947) 

Professor Abdul Bari, son of Q urban All a pokes raspectos 
was born at Kodwar in Shahabad district He did his M 
From Patna University m 5 919 but could not complete ^ 
law course on account of his involvement m Khd 3 * 

movement 
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Abdul Bari s politicos activities tniKd with Khslifat and 
Non cooperation mo\ errents He wis the joint secretary of Bihar 
Provincial Khilafat Committee He iho served is pi otessor 
m Bihar Videapith m 1921 He was elected secret aiy Bihar 
unit of Swaraj Paity m 1923 and was a ? so a member of Judi in 
Independence League formed ov Nehru and Subash Ch mdra 
Bose 

Abdul Ban was elected a member ol Bihar Legist itiv~ 
Council but resigned bis seat m 1930 m response to the Con 
grass call was re elected tn 1937 and became deputv speaker 
of the Assemblv He was a member of Bihar Satyagrah Com 
mittee and participated in the salt Satyagrah and was arrested 
in April 1932 He was a leading labour leader of Bihar of his 
time and strong supporter of Nehru Report 

Abdul Ban was one of the moving spirits behind the lor- 
mation of Bihar Socialist Party m 1934 and was appointed 
the president of Organising Committee for All India Confer 
ence of Socalists held at Patna m 1934 He presided over 
Bihar Provincial Conference at Masrak Saran district In 1946 
he was elected president of Bihai Provincial Congress commit 
tee Prof Ban was murdered on 28th Match 1947 

Mknzoor Ahsan Ajazi 

Moulvi Manzooi Ahsaa was born in 1913 at Ajazmagar 
PS Shakra Muzaffarpur 

Freedom fighter in 1913 dunng college days Imprisoned lor 
over 13 years at Alipore (W B ) Agra (UP) and other jails of 
Bihar 

Resigned from Govt Service on the call of Mahatma 
Gandhi m 1919 from Pusa Sugarcane Research Institute 

Attended the National Congress at Calcutta when resolu 
tion of Non cooperation was passed 

Secretary of All India Khilafat Committee with Ah biothersi 
Member AU India Congress Committee for 27 years Member 
of Working Committee of Bihar for 8 years 

Elected Joint Secretary of Bihax Pradesh Congress Com- 
mittee m the year 1923 
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Ontof^ o i ( rt r *iS tekei agj n i Mjs m Lcacuc 
Elected Chairn i i R,ccnl i ( mnuitec oF the Fi ,t R b ir 
Pohtica* SisHlars CWcnm, under the Presidentship of Late 
Pt Juwuhuriaf Nehru 

Heeled MIA trw\ Pattpur (Vloaaftarpur) constituency, 
Muzaffarpur 

Died on I7th Vf \y I9c 9 

One of the founders o| PSP Secretary Rejoined the 
Congress 

Abdul Ahad Mohammad Noor (1894-1975) 

Born in th- sear ot I ?<94 at vdiage Madhepui district 
DarbhatijLd now district Madlmbam 

Education it Madhipui Durohane^ and Muzaffarpur 

Joined non-cooper uion movement while a student of G B B. 
College Muzaffarpur 

Settled at Purnea and practised as lawyer there 

Became a member of Legislative Council m 1937 and 
continued as such till 1946 

Joined 1942 movement and went underground 

Elected member of Bibar Legislative Assembly from 
Madhepui m 1946 defeated the Muslim League candidate 

Joined Congress ministry m 1946 and became Parliamentary 
Secretary 

Elected to Bihar Legislative Assembly from Baisi constituency 
in Purnea district mi 1952 Elected again from same consti 
tuency m 1957 Again elected as member ot Bihar Legislative 
Council in 1962 and became Minister of State He continued, 
as a member of Bihar Legislative Council till 1974 

One of the topmost leaders of Morain community and 
Moroni Conference which opposed the partition of India on 
religious basis of Muslim League He was a staunch nat onalist 
mushm who opposed two-nation theory of Mr Jinnab He was 
an active member of A I C C 

He was a member of BPCC Executive Committee and 
A I CX2 several terms He was the founder of Weavers 
Co operative movement in Bihar and established the Bihar 
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State Hind loom Weavers Co-opviative Union and mars'* Social 
and Cultural Organisation* 

Died in the veur oi 1975 

\fodul Qayyum Ansari 090^-73) 

ALdol Qivyurn Ansari son of Abdul H ique was born a* 
Dehu District Shahabod on July l«t 190'' He got his early 
education m Dthn and Sa<aram High School I or his higher 
studies he went to Aligarh Allah ibad and Calcutta universities 
But his studits were interrupted owing to his involvement m 
politics 

At the age of 34 he got involved m politics when he was 
m high school of Sasaram Ah brothers paid a visit there and 
Ansan got the opportunity ot meeting them and when the 
local Khilafat Committee was organized he was appointed the 
“General Secretary 

In 1920 at a special session of Congress of Calcutta 
Qayyum Ansari represented his area and met Maulana Abul 
KaJam Azad He was arrested m 1922 for taking part tn non 
cooperation movement 

He served Indian National Congress m different capacities 
ranging from secretaryship of Shahabad D C C to the presi 
defitship of B P C C He was also president of AICC Working 
Committee 

Abdul Qayyum Ansari wholeheartedly opposed the separa 
list tendency of Muslim, League opposed the loimation of 
Pakistan and fought against the Muslim League within the 
Momm Conference as well as outside it Abdul Qayyum s 
great contribution lies in organizing and promoting the educa- 
tional and economic status of the Momms He gave leader 
ship to Momm Conference m the capacity of its chairman till 
his death— 1973 It was he who got Momms included in 
Backward Annex II which entitled them to enjoy all the facili 
ties given to backward class 

He had a long and distinguished career as a legislator and 
minister He was first elected to Bihar Assembly m 1946 and 
was a member of Bihar Council of Ministers almost conti 
nuous y in the Congress Ministry until bis death 
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He v s Cc n~.rvi nominee from B har to the Constitu nt 
Assembly oid sesud on its idusoiy comnutUe on Hindu 
mental RiCht-s ind msnonties and tnbah Ik, wis also i 
member of Backw »rd Class Commission appointed bv Govern 
ment ot India m 19-A si 

Qawum Anvin was ai o associated with several othei 
public activities He was \va« tie president of Bihar Jamiatul 
Momimn 19% 4K and of Ail Indn Momin Talmu Fund and 
the Vic“ President oi All India Backward Class fedeiatumm 

1954 H 6 led the delegations of National Cooperative Union 
as its President to the 2 1st International Cooperative Congress 
held at Laussanne (Switrtrknd) in 1961 He died suddenly 
after he irt attack on January 18 1973 when he was Minister 
for Jails m Bihar Government 

Qayyum Ansari did psoi eermg work for the socnl and 
economic regenerat on ot the Momins He also formulated 
six points programmes demanding separate representation for 
the Momin community m all cabinets and legislatures m local 
bodies and in state and semi state services He was president 
Bihar Provincial Tamiat ul Morainin 1938 47 presided over the 
first session of Bihar Provincial Momm Conference 1940 
was President All India Momin Conference from 19^7 Presi 
dent All India Momm Talimi Fund from 1969 Chairman 
Bihar State Handloom W eavers Cooperative Weavers Spinning 
Mills President AH India Handloom Weavers Conference from 

1955 President All India Backward Muslim Federation for 
1952 member Backward Class Commission, Government of 
India 1953 55 

Abdtxs Sami Nadvi (1913) 

Born in the year 1913 in Mohalla Maharaj Ganj Town 
Darbbanga 

Primary education at home Secondary education Madrasa 
Imdadia Lahenasarai 

The family being nationalist he was not allowed to have edu- 
cation through English medium. Higher education through 
Arabic language at Nadavattrf ulema University Lucknow 
Ph D degree through Arabic language rn Oriental Philosophy 
in they ear 1935 
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fomed Indian National Congress m the vear 19V and took 
active part in the 1914 earthquake relief operat ons organised 
by the I N C under the Banner ot kisturba relief fund 

He was elected a member of Darbhanga District Boaid m 
the year 1919 and served there till quit India movement was 
launched m the year 1942 and courted arrest with all the male 
members of the fanulv 

Served as General Secretary of Darbhanga District < ongress 
Committee from 1948 for * sears 

He was elected a member of the Bihar Legislative Assembly 
m the year 1950 

He was again elected a member of Bil ar Assembly m the 
year 19o2 on Congress ticket from Jallty constituency m 
Darbhanga district 

He was elected a member of Bihar Legislative Council m the 
year 1969 

He has been elected member of the Bihar Assembly from 
Darbhanga constituency m 1980 

He was President of the Darbhanga District Congress 
Committee since May 1976 

Member Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee since 1938 

He served all India Momm Conference as General Secre 
tary under late Abdul Qayyum Ansari then President for full 
term and again, as Vice President with Mr Ziayur Rehman 
Ansari for his full term as President 

He served the Bihar State Handloom Weavers Co operative 
Union as a member on the Board of Directors for 25 years 
■of Handloom Union later for 3 year as honorary Secretary 
and also Director Bihar State Co operative Federation for 
4 years 

Sbafiqullah Ansari (3917 1980) 

Shafiqullah Ansan was bom in 1917 at Bhawarti in Madhu 
barb district He belonged to a very religious family and got 
his early education m family itself and later took admission in 
a Madrasa and passed exam nat on of A1 m_ 



In 1937 for the first t m Mom n Confer n vas held m 
Darbhanga and S alkpdUh \ i tUractui to t v dea of social 
service He joined a middle school as head mauhi where he 
letrnt Hindi md fcn^hsh 

He took ver> active part in Momm Conference held m 
Mudhubam m 1941 and he built a Mom n Hall m Madhubam 
with public contributions In 1947 he was elected a member 
of Darblimga District Board In 195a he became a municipal 
Commissioner of M idl u\mi Municipality and fiorn i957 to 61 
he was Vice Chau man oi this municipality In 1962 he was 
elected to the Legislative Assembly and m 1967 despite the 
unfavourable condition ol Con stress m the el etion he defeated 
a formidable opposition Leader Suraj Nuratn. Singh Chairnan 
of PSP But Shaftquliah was defeated m 1969 m midterm poll 
and m 1972 he was nominated to Bihar Legislative Council 
through the effo ts of Qavyum Ansari 

Shafiqullah was also a director of Bihar State Cooperative 
Bank and honorary Secretary of Handloom Weaver Coope 
rative Union and a member of the Working Comma ttee of 
Mormn Conference Shafiqullah fought parliamentary election 
of 1977 but lost to a J P candidate Hul urn Singh Yadav 
Again he fought the election in 1980 and was successful He 
died within, two months of his success 

Jafar Imam (1903 1979) 

Born at Bahpur Patna, in 1903 Jafar Imam studied at 
Aligarh and Calcutta and got his B A and* Law degrees at 
Patna He practised law in Patna High Court and was elected 
a municipal commissioner of Patna ra 1935 

He started as a member of the Independent party Under 
the inspiration of Moulana Sajjad but later joined the Muslim 
League m 1937 He was elected a member of the Bihar Assem 
blyml940 and again m 1946 in the Muslim League ticket 
and a member of the constituted Assembly ol India After 
partition he joined the Congress party and rose to be cabinet 
minister in the K B Sahay ministry during 1963 67 He also 
served the cause of Urdu from the platform of Bihar Reyasti 
Taraqui Urdu led by Md Aysib He died m 1979 
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Afoul Hayat Cfcsmd 

Bornm 1914 viliue Rihi Bikratfi* Pttm s o Svtd Shal id 
Husain Afcul H ivit Chand joined kism Sibha movvCit it in 
1938 later joined the Congress and Contras Soualtst pads 
He was active m Quit Jnd a movement 1942 absconded lor 
one lear and was 1 iter ciuchi and in prises ed Joi thruu jcais 
He served as General Seeretaiy of Provincial Coicrcss Com 
mittee m 1946 with Prof Ban as its President He Lit the 
Congress in 1952 became President of the PAP in J952 and 
was elected MLC m 19a2 and in 19 o 7 He died m 1956 as a 
wry prominent leader of PSP 

Afoad Fatim (1915 1980) 

Ahad F itmi was born on April 30 1935 in A uhytpur 
village neai Maner 

Ahad Fatmi started his public career with kisan Sabha 
The famous Kis m Sabha leader Swann Shahja Hand s Ashram 
was situated near his home town so he came in 1m cont ict 
and through the Kisan platform he came dose to Java 
Prakash Narayna later became member of Congress Si. cialist 
Party He remained in the party so long as Jav i Prakash 
Narayna was associated with it From 19^6 he was considered 
to be a prominent socialist leader of Bihar In 1942 Quit India 
movement he was arrested imdei DIR when he was returning 
from the Bombay session ol AlCC and released on health 
ground after 3 years when his physical condition detenonted 

Ahad Fatroi was very dose to Jaya Piakash Narayna and 
Vmoba Bhave and took leading part in Bhoodan movement 
He was editor of Bhoodan Tahreck the mouthpiece of 
Bhoodan movement in Urdu 

Ahad Fatmi was also active in J P Movement ol 1974 
He died on Jan 2 1980 

Ahad Fatmi was a journalist of excellence he was also the 
author of a do 2 en books concerning Socialist and Bhoodan 
Movement 

MqJbaramed Ayufo 

JMd Ayub s/o Moulvi Abdul Ghani bora m 1910 came 
from v llage Sa ebpur Chandi Patna He did social work in 
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Calcutta riots m 3 946 He was i successful kuyu hut i 
greater social worker finding tint Anjui m Tariqqi 

Urdu contro 5 led by Qa7i A Widood wts not uwoui in -3 
organisation he set up a sep trite Riiyasnii Attu.cn m i u^qqi 
eUidum which representatives ot ill pirtivs were bought 
together Thiough this insti utu i Ayub orgin s«.d i tetm U 
workers dedicated to Urdi ciuse and Muslim edus ition md 
ran its branches m the di tricts of Bihar He collected 2“> 0 >0 
signatures for making Urdu the second languige Ik denoted 
his entire property to education u institutions e p„vnl!y Mill it 
College of Darbhanga and Ayub Gills High School whion 
stands as a great monument to this sUfltss social worker He 
died m 1964 and ]udgmg from the st/e ol his funeral proces 
sion it would appear that he was the most beloved 1 ad i 
among the Muslims 

Zawar Hussain (1916-80) 

Zawar Hussam v/as born at village Husnmganj S w»n on 
Feb 2 3916 He did high school from CJnpra Zda School 
and later studied at Patnt College and Patru 1 aw Collect He 
became Chairman of the D strict Board tn 1957 i id remained 
on this post till 3961 He was chairman of Bthar State Secon 
dary Education Committee m 1962 in* of the University 
Reform Commision Bihar He remained Chairman ol Bihar 
School Examination Board from 196 to 1970 He was the 
treasurer ol Patna Umversitv became Vice Chancellor of 
Magadh Umversitv m 3969 and Bihar University m 1972 He 
was also a member of Bihar Legislative Assembly during 
3957 66 1967 68 and 3969 72 He was appointed Minister of 
Finance m 1969 igain m 1974 -Munster of Education tn 1971 
In Dec 1975 he was elected to Rajya Sabha He died m 1980 

Abdul Ghafoor (1919) 

Abdul Ghafoor was born on 1919 m Sareyh Ahtiyar village 
Gopalganj After school education he went to Aligarh Muslim 
University and did M A and L L B from there While he 
was in Ahgarh he came under the influence of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose and establish'd himself as a nationalist student 
leader m the hey day of Muslim League in Aligarh He was jailed 
for two years following Qu t India Movement Mr Ghafoor 
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moved a historic resolution*, demanding deletion of Hindu and 
Muslim from Benaias and Aligarh universities at AH India 
Students Conference m 1917 

Abdul Ghafoor was a legislator for IS tears having bun 
first elected to State Asserablv in 1952 Mr Ghafoor was 
Deputy Minister m the ministry ot Vmodamnd Iha and 
Shoshit Dal Ministry headed b\ Bhola Pasw nn Shastn in 1969 
He became chairman of V dhun Panshad in 1972 

He was Bihar s chief minister from Jul> 1973 to April 1975 
He became the mam target of JP movement of 1974 which 
ultimately led to imposition of the tmergency 

Maulana Usman Gha.ru (18% 1977) 

Maulana Usman Gham was bom on January 3 1896 at 

Deora Gaya After getting his early education m Urdu and 
Persian at home he went to Deoband wheie he got the degree 
of Fazil At Deoband he was close to Maulana Ubedullah 
Smdhi a revolutionary leadei and actnely cooperated with 
him m the promotion of Jamaitul Ansar He returned from 
Deoband in 1918 

One of the organizers of Jamaitul Ulema m Bihar he 
remained a member of its Central Committee for life He was 
active during non cooperation and Khilafat movements Ho 
wrote two books— Tareke Mawalat and Jureme Yazid which 
was banned by the British Government 

When Imarat Sharia was founded in Bihar he was elected 
its Secretary and he settled in Phulwan Sharif He was an 
editor of ‘Imarat fortnightly magazine He also served as 
Mufti of Imarat Sharia 

He cooperated with Maulana Sajjad m forming Muslim 
Independent party of Bihar A bitter opponent of the British 
Raj and a nationalist leader he turned out to be a critic of the 
Congress government after independence— and advised Muslims 
to vote foi the candidates who could be useful to them— on 
secular and not on religious grounds Thus he contributed to 
the secularization of the Musi m politics and this was a stand 
specially welcomed by the oppos non parties 
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He raised hi*? vosc rrmst if t dnx tu of Rd in Vius^pv* 
in Bangladesh md dnnm i/u t uvr ttxv o 1 UtppivJ 

forcible sterilization *U died on Ml Det 197? 

Ghulam Sarwai (1926) 

Ghuhm Sari nr i \ urn m t it rtud politician son of Mi 
\bdul Himd i depute c iketor wav bom on I Oth January 
1926 in Begusam H did h M \ and R F d ! p mn P tin i 
University 

He started his public ltf s member oi Muslim south in 
1945 was associated with Musirt I ? aue hut it rumen m 
India and decided to uni the down t ridden Mi slims iron 
the platform cl Urdu he started cd ti in \a«n v in ami 
Jatei established H dqi e Atlib Rihai whien w is converted 
into Reyasnt Anjaiumn T rujqi „ l rdu 

He is the champion ot the Urdu cause His newspaper 
Sangam is read width irsd no thdu paper of Bihar Ins 
more circulation than ^angim P ttna 

He has deep sxmpithv with the problems of Muslims 
during the Bihan Muslim crisis lit Rangafu Dash he actively 
campaigned lor the defence of the Biheris in Bangladesh He 
oigam/.cd Urdu Bahni for which he w is jailed in March 
1972 

He was a most active Muslim leader associated with the 
JP Movement m Bihir 

In 19 77 State Assembh elections he won the Sswan seat 
and was nude minister lor Secondary Education As a 
Minister he gave considerable attention to the reform in Madrasa 
education of Bihar He created an autonomous Madrasa 
Education Board and gave recognition to the degree of madrasa 
education He sent his resignation letter to the Chief Minister 
on the failure of the government m Jamshedpur riots In his 
resignation letter he v rots that the government which 
cannot protect the life and property oi minorities has no right 
lo stay I ura hereby resigning from the immstry He was 
defeated m 1980 Assembly elections by a candidate of the 
Bhartiya Janata Party 


Taqpsi Rahim (1921) 

Taqui Rahim was bom m 1921 at lUhs i\vm Pu i into a 
peasant fanulv 

He started his political cartel with Muslim Independent 
Patty m I9i' T He jot led Muslim League but Utvr e tme tlov i 
to the Cmimumst partv He was a nomine it uor’wr ot C PI 
of Patna District When CPI wac die ded he beeamc one of 
the prominent organisers ot CPI (M) He ittcndcd as 1 
delegate the 7th Congress al CPI (\1) held at Calcutta He 
lemamed a member ot stite Committee and stite secretariat of 
the CPI (M) 

He left CPt (M) cn account of difference with the CPI (M) 
policy regarding the issue of Bihiri Muslims of Bangladesh 
He mobilized public opinion of Biharis against the urocities 
committed on Bihari Muslims m Bangladesh He organized 
Marxist Coordination Committee and supported J P movement 
of 1974 from this platform He was instrumental m mihati ig 
and organising students movement in 1973 which later turned 
into the J P movement He became thp> vif^hjdrman of 
Minority Commission Bihar m the Janta government 

He also worked tirelessly for communal harmony m 
Bihar He worked with Gularo Sarwar in getting Urdu declar- 
ed second official language of Bihar by such policies as 
mobilized public opinion of non Urdu mass in favour of Urdu 
He is a prominent leader of Kasan Sabha also 
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